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From the Pastor’s Pen

As we enter December once again, the rhythm of Advent and Christmas calls us to pause, reflect, and
rejoice. Advent is often described as a season of waiting, but it is not a passive waiting. It is an active,
hope-filled anticipation rooted in God's promises. The prophet Isaiah reminds us: “The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). That light is Christ, who comes not only in Bethlehem's
manger but also into our hearts and lives today, and who will come again in glory.

Advent and Christmas are not just liturgical seasons; they are reminders of our identity. We are a people
who wait, but we wait with hope. We are a people who rejoice, but we rejoice in Christ. May this
December be for you a time of deepened faith, renewed joy, and confident hope in the One who has come
and will come again.

Advent Midweek Services

To help us prepare to celebrate Christmas properly, we will have Advent Midweek Services on
Wednesdays, December 3, 10, and 17. This year, these services will start at 6:30 p.m., as we did last year.
Our December 10 service will be the Children’s Christmas Program. This year’s Advent theme is “All About

n

Mary.

Advent Devotion Booklets
Advent Devotional booklets are available in the narthex.This Lutheran Hour Ministries 2025 Advent
Devotional booklet is titled Born to You ... A Savior.

Spirit of the Holidays Lighted Parade

The Parade isthe first Friday in December.The parade starts at 5:30 p.m.We will have a float in itlInvitations
to our church have been attached to candy that will be distributed on the parade route. Can you help? We
will meet at the parking lot just north west of the mall on December 5. Walkers should aim to be in the
parking lot by 5ish p.m. Our American Heritage Girls Troops will also have a float.

Lutheran Women in Mission
The LWML Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 6, 1-3 p.m. All ladies are welcome.

Voters’ Meeting
There will be a Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, December 7, at 1:00 p.m. We will be approving the church
budget. Where we invest our dollars is a statement of what we value. Please plan to join us for this event.

Lutheran Laymen'’s League (LLL) Christmas Caroling
The LLL Group will be going caroling on Sunday, December 7.Meet at the church at 3:45 p.m., and we will

be departing 4:00 p.m. They will conclude the evening with a no-host dinner at Pizza Ranch.



Children’s Christmas Program

Please note the following schedule:

Wed., Dec. 3 - Full group rehearsal during regular BASIC Training time.

Sun., Dec. 7 — Full group dress rehearsal at 9:45 a.m. (No Adult Bible Study that Sunday!)
Wed. Dec. 10 - Performance at 6:30 p.m., meet at 6:00 p.m.

Early Learning Center (ELC) Christmas Program
The Early Learning Center will also have a Christmas Program on Sunday, December 14, at 4:00 p.m.

Christmas Schedule

Christmas Eve — December 24

4:00 p.m. - Happy Birthday Jesus Service

This service includes your favorite Christmas carols, flameless candles, balloons, & birthday cake.
6:30 p.m. - A Traditional Christmas Eve Service

This service includes Lessons and Carols with Candlelights.

Christmas Day — Thursday, December 25

10:00 a.m. - The Nativity of our Lord with Holy Communion.

New Year’s Eve
Our New Year's Eve Service will be at 6:30 p.m. Say “good-bye” to the year past and greet the new year
in worship, prayer, and praise. Rev. Larry Boye will be the preacher.

LCMS U Campus Ministry
Our LCMS U Campus Ministry is alive and well. We meet on Monday nights at the Blue House (354 N.
Delaware Ave., MHK, 66052).Fellowship is at 8:00 p.m., and Bible Study is at 8:30 p.m.

Lunch for the college students on Sundays is called Table Talk. It is at St. Luke’s on the 2"%-5" Sundays of the
month, and at Christ Lutheran the 1¢ Sunday of the month. Please consider hosting a college lunch. To add
your name to the schedule, click on the QR code.

A big “thank you” to all who put on a fantastic Thanksgiving Meal, especially Bonita Tegtmeier and the
elders.

It is an honor to serve as your pastor.

Fnstor Sehwmidf



From the Director of Christian Education

In my continuing pursuit of vocational learning, | have had the opportunity to be exposed to so many
wonderful writings and contemplations of our Lutheran church body.Below is an excerpt of a sermon
that really struck me. | felt that it was a great perspective for St. Luke's in this season of thanksgiving
and the consideration of building expansion. It is a reflection of thankfulness for what God has done
and an excited rededication of God's people to the work of the Gospel message.

A Reflection on Psalms 126 by Rev. Kastens

“...Like Isreal, we are also overwhelmed by the wonderful blessings of God. God sent His Son to be
our Savior. He has redeemed us from bondage, freed us from the slavery of sin by becoming sin for
us and taking that sin to the cross, receiving the death sentence we deserve. He rose victoriously from
the tomb to give us the promise of entrance into our true homeland.When we see what the mercy of
God has done for us lost and unworthy transgressors in Jesus Christ, just as when Isreal saw the
captives return from Babylon, we are “like men who dream.” A love that would rescue us from hell,
that would offer to us the prospect of a glorious eternity through the merits of Christ’s suffering, death,
and resurrection, is staggering!

Like Isreal, let us be glad in an even more exultant sense. Let our mouths also be filled with laughter
and our tongues with singing.When our neighbors and fellow workers notice our gratitude and
thanksgiving, our joy and gladness, they will be led to say what the nations said of Isreal, “The Lord
has done great things for them!”

Truly, the Lord HAS done great things for us in Jesus Christ and though the witness to Him made by
our ancestors in the church, He has made us His new people through the water of Baptism and
nourished us by the preaching of the Word of life and the gift of the Lord’s body and blood in the
Eucharist. With gladness we serve our Lord and His body, the church, proclaiming the Gospel and
doing good to all people in His name.

Through this season of celebration let us reconsecrate ourselves to the Lord who has made us His own,
pledging by the power of the Holy Spirit our unwavering allegiance to the precious truths of His
Gospel. Let us work together to bring the thrilling message of forgiveness and salvation through the
blood of Christ to the whole sin-lost world. Let us lift up the Crucified One to people everywhere so
that sinners may be drawn to Him and be saved. “Filled with joy,” we are not satisfied merely to think
gratefully of the past. We are determined to work energetically in the church to continue to carry out
our purpose. In voice and action, we will exclaim, “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are
filled with joy!”



From the Director of Christian Education

Amen, Amen, Amen!
In God'’s Grace & Peace,

Please continue your partnership with me as | pray for our Pastor, our leaders, our volunteers, and for
all the families at St Luke’s. We are so thankful that God is working in, around, and though us for His
glory and for the benefit of the community around us. In churches, Satan takes immense pleasure in
causing discord and unrest. Please pray that each of us will “Fix our eyes on Christ” and that we

would not be distracted by Satan’s efforts but instead be thankful for the blessings we receive from
God through Christl

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another and all the more as you see the
day of Christ approaching!”Hebrews 10:23-25

- William Frann

GATHER YOUR FAMILY AND

oRSHled%




HAPPENINGS

Traveling Bulletin

When you worship at another church, please bring the worship folder and bulletin to the church
office with your name on. We will post your name and where you’ve worshipped, hopefully
stimulating conversation of where you've visited. And, our staff will get the chance to see what other
churches are doing.
John & Karen Armbrust, Faith Lutheran Church, Abilene, KS
Susan Brunkow, Waikoloa Lutheran Church, Waikoloa, HI
Jamie Spikes, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church & School, Edmond, OK

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY

When: December 14th from 6-8 PM

Where: Drop off at City Park Ice Rink, Pick up at Blue Earth Plaza

Who: Confirmands - Sr High

Join us for a fun and festive St. Luke’s Youth Christmas Party on December 14th! This event is for our
confirmands and senior high students. We'll kick off the evening with ice skating at City Park and
then warm up with AJ’s Pizza afterward. Students can be dropped off at the ice rink and picked up
at Blue Earth Plaza. The church will cover skate rentals, and students just need to bring money for
their pizza. Parents are encouraged to stay and enjoy the night with us!




CHILDREN'S MINISTRY BASIC CHRISTMAS STORE

Children’s Ministry is looking for donations for their BASIC Christmas Store on Dec 19. Kids will be
shopping for parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, teachers, etc. so a wide variety of gently used
or new items are needed. You can drop items off in the narthex. Also needed are Christmas gift bags
to put the gifts inl Thank you in advance for helping to make this a special event for our families!

FLINT HILLS LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

In all of the “madness” of the holiday sprint, Advent is a time of reflection, of preparation. It's
remembering the miraculous conception of Jesus and His very ordinary birth in of all places, a
stable! God sent Jesus because of sin in the world. It's so easy to let the “sprint” of the holiday
season overtake us! Jesus didn’t come to give us an extended Christmas shopping season! He came
because God loves us so much, that He was willing to send His Son to sacrifice for each and every
one of us! He came because He loves the noisy 2 year old in church, the older person who doesn’t
remember your name, the disabled person in a wheelchair and the preborn baby in its mother’s
womb. He loves those who mourn the loss of a loved one (especially at the holiday season). He
forgives and loves those who have had an abortion. God gives each of us the greatest gift of all —
forgiveness and salvation through His Son, Jesus!

CANCER COMPANIONS

The holiday season can be especially stressful for those with cancer and their families. The tendency
is to want to do everything that you usually do! That's kind of difficult when your energy is zapped! If
you are the one with cancer, give yourself a break, ASK for HELP!!Everyone will understand! If you
know someone who is struggling with lack of energy, offer to bake something for them or help them
with decorating. It may not be just how they would normally do it, but Christmas comes and goes just
the samel

ST. LUKE’S/ COMMUNITY DONATIONS

The Stewardship and the Mission and Outreach boards of St. Luke’s are offering members the
opportunity to support various funds within the congregation and organizations throughout the
community with one donation during the Advent and Christmas seasons. Envelopes in the Narthex
contain forms that can be filled out and returned to the church with a single payment which the
church will distribute as the donor requests. Donations will appear on your St. Luke’s giving statement
for tax purposes. Please consider taking this opportunity to make your year end, giving more
convenient.

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS WHO WORK ALL SEASON MOWING AND KEEPING THE
LANDSCAPING LOOKING GOOD! It is looking better all the time! - Brad Brunkow
Property Board Chair



MONTHLY CALENDAR

Worship with us | Saturday 6:30 pm | Sunday 8:30 & 11 am

Monday 12/1
« 6 pm American Heritage Girls
« 6:30 pm Trail Life USA Meeting
« 7 pm Card Making

« 8 pm LCMS-U Fellowship & Bible Study

Tuesday 12/2
« 7 am Men'’s Bible Study
« 10 am LWML Society Mig

+ 1:30 pm Cancer Companions

Wednesday 12/3
+ 9:30 am ELC Chapel
« 5:30 pm Praise & Worship Team
Rehearsal
+ 6 pm BASIC & Confirmation Class
+ 6:30 pm Advent Midweek Service 1

Thursday 11/4
« 6 pm JuBellation Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

« 7 pm Vocal Choir Rehearsal

Friday 12/5
« ELC Lesson Video

Saturday 12/6
« 11 am LWML Annual Christmas Party

Sunday 12/7
« 9:45 am Adult Sunday School
+ 9:45 am Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
+ 12:30 pm Table Talk
+ 1 pm Voters’ Meeting
« 4 pm LLL Christmas Caroling

Monday 11/8
« 9 am Women's Bible Study
« 6:30 pm Trail Life USA
« 7 pm Card Making
« 8 pm LCMS-U Fellowship & Bible Study

Tuesday 12/9
« 7 am Men'’s Bible Study
« 9 am Mission of Love Quilting Circle
+ 1:30 pm Cancer Companion

Wednesday 12/10
« 9:30 am ELC Chapel
« 5:30 pm Praise & Worship Team
Rehearsal

« 6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Program

Thursday 12/11
« 6 pm JuBellation Handbell Choir Practice
« 7 pm Vocal Choir Rehearsal

Friday 12/12
e 9:30 am ELC Lesson Video

Saturday 12/13
« 11 amWilson Graduation Party

Sunday 12/14

9:45 am Adult & Children’s Sunday School
12:30 pm Table Talk

4 pm ELC Children’s Christmas Program

4 pm Youth Christmas Party

Monday 12/15
« 6 pm American Heritage Girls
« 6:30 pm Trail Life USA Mtg
« 7 pm Card Making
« 8 pm LCMS-U Fellowship/Bible Study

Tuesday 12/16
« 7 am Men’s Bible Study
« 1:30 pm Cancer Companions




MONTHLY CALENDAR

Wednesday 12/17
« 9:30 am ELC Chapel
« 5:30 pm Praise & Worship Team
Rehearsal
« 6 pm BASIC & Confirmation Class
« 6:30 pm Advent Midweek Service 3

Thursday 12/18
« 6 pm JuBellation Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
« 7 pm Vocal Choir Rehearsal

Friday 12/19
e 9:30 am ELC Lesson Video

Sunday 12/21
« 9:45 am Adult Sunday School

Monday 12/22
« 7 pm Card Making

Tuesday 12/23
« 7 am Men'’s Bible Study
+ 1:30 pm Cancer Companions
« 7 pm Church Council Meeting

Wednesday 12/24
« 4 pm Happy Birthday Jesus Service
« 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Service

Thursday 12/25
« 10 am Christmas Day Service

Thursday 12/25-Friday 12/26
Church Office Closed

Sunday 12/28
9:45 am Adult Sunday School

Monday 12/29
« 7 pm Card Making

Tuesday 12/30
« 7 am Men’s Bible Study
+ 1:30 pm Cancer Companions

Wednesday 12/31
+ 6:30 pm New Year's Eve Service

Thursday 1/1-Friday 1/2, 2026
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER
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DECEMBER 1
DECEMBER 2
DECEMBER 3
DECEMBER 6

DECEMBER 7
DECEMBER 9
DECEMBER 10

DECEMBER 13
DECEMBER 15
DECEMBER 16

DECEMBER 17
DECEMBER 18
DECEMBER 20

DECEMBER 21

DECEMBER 24
DECEMBER 29

DECEMBER 30
DECEMBER 31

lan Carter
Luke Wilson
Anna Larson

Carol Deetjen
Kallen Hudson

Robert Hetzler
Zoe Riggs
Jane Goff

Gayle Heitman
Lois Brunmeier

John Armbrust

Kim Davis
LaRae Kraemer

Tom Orazem

Gerald Robker
David Hatesohl
Ann Williams

Gary Myers
Taryn Thiele
Eli Smith

Nancy Zidek

Dennis Tegtmeier

Eli Zidek

Braylee Kortan

Fran Veatch

DECEMBER 11
DECEMBER 14
DECEMBER 15
DECEMBER 20
DECEMBER 22
DECEMBER 26
DECEMBER 27

ANNIVERSARIES

Doug & Sheila Frihart

Ed & Doris Park

Grant & Rebekah Lyons

Jeff & Jacinda Tucker

Kevin & Joyce Jones

Carroll & Barbara Hackbart

Kim & Nancy Zier
Steve & Diane Mosier




LCMS STEWARDSHIP

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among
yourselves” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).

Have you finished your Christmas shopping yet? Do you have a person or two on your list that you
just don’t know what to give them? While | know you are running short of ideas...dad doesn’t really
want another tie, and your kid’s teacher doesn’t need another coffee mug. It can be nothing short of
maddening to try to figure things out in the middle of this busy season!

As stewards of all of life and life’s resources, we know that life is more than giving gifts. We
stewards never want to take anything the Lord provides for granted. During this season of Advent
and Christmas, it is a great idea to do whatever you can to be a faithful steward of your pastor.
Even more so than the rest of the year, the demands on their time, their presence and their
stewardship of the Gospel in the congregation become heightened.

The demands on pastors can wear them down and wear them out. How does the steward in the
congregation serve as a faithful steward of the treasure that is their pastor? Here are a few ideas:

« -Put them at the top of your prayer list. — Pray that the Lord guards them against the weariness
that makes them susceptible to the work of the devil.
-Make worship a priority — St. Paul admonishes the Thessalonians and us to respect those who
labor among us. There is no greater way to steward your pastor than to respect him enough to
show up and receive what he has been sent to offer in the proclamation of the Gospel and
administration of the Holy Sacraments.
« -Be receptive to his work — If your pastor is tasked with calling you to repentance or encouraging

you to be in worship, know that he is only caring for your soul.

« -Esteem him highly — Take the time to thank him for his faithful service to Christ, the congregation
and your family.

« -Be at peace — This is an easy time for even minor annoyances to get blown out of proportion
and become full-blown conflict. This not only spoils the season of Advent and Christmas, but it
also spoils our stewardship of the Gospel and those who serve us in that Gospel. Remember that
Jesus came into the world to be the Prince of Peace. This is an act of grace and mercy. The
steward seeks to reflect this toward their pastor and their brothers and sisters in Christ.

Stewardship at Christmas can be a challenge. Stewardship of your pastor during this time of the
year is critical to our shared stewardship of the Gospel at a time of year when many are more open
to hear and receive it.




OCTOBER OFFICIAL

Profession of Faith

ACTS

Beth Luhman

Transferred Out

ACOLYTES

Steven Havenstein

Brianna Gough

DECEMBER 3
DECEMBER 6/7
DECEMBER 13/14
DECEMBER 17
DECEMBER 20/21
DECEMBER 24/25
DECEMBER 27/28

DECEMBER 31

Sat 6:00 pm
Advent Midweek 1

Brynlee Rengstorf

Advent Midweek 3

4 pm-Jovie Winter

New Year's Eve
Service

Sun 8:30 am
6:30 pm
Samuel Lyons
Archer Manning
6:30 pm
Lillian Robinett
6:30 pm-Anna Larson
Taryn Thiele

6:30 pm

Sun 11:00 am

Anna Larson

Jovie Winter
Nolan Michael
Clare Deetjen

10 am-Wyatt Barber

Sarah Oelke




Jon Brott, 785-410-1670

Paul Stuckwisch, 785-577-6687
Kim Zier, 213-787-2710

Randy Hattesohl, 785-259-5157
Tim Oelke, 785-565-2369
Shawn Thiele, 785-313-3950

COUNCIL

ELDERS

Jay Peterson, 785-477-6185
Andrew Hudson, 308-240-1488
Kyle Larson, 913-633-1570
David Hatesohl, 785-845-8124
Vince Redding, 785-587-7957
Shane Rengstorf, 785-556-1277

President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Adult Ministry

Campus Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Christan Care
Outreach/Missions
Fellowship/Assimilation
Parish Communications
Properties Management
Preschool Education
Stewardship

Youth Ministry

Head Elder

Mark Hatesohl, 785-564-0174
Dennis Tegtmeier, 785-313-1879
Karen Armbrust, 785-341-5908
Logan Winter, 913-209-3396
Walt Fick, 785-776-0879
Jessica Jones, 307-259-2155
Tristen Redding

Julie Hatesohl, 785-236-0493
Garrett Lister, 785-713-1675
Carol Deetien, 785-565-1982
Chari Miller, 620-793-0121
Brad Brunkow, 580-716-8187
Marilyn Fick, 785-776-0879
Lori Uffman, 785-410-0119
Natalie Winter, 785-409-9141
Shane Rengstorf, 785-556-1277




