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WELCOME 
We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to turn 
your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the sanctuary. 
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through email, 
office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On Communion 
Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need to have 
communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving. We hope you 
will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
As we gather on this Second Sunday in Advent, John the Baptist’s voice cuts 
through our noise with the same urgent cry:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” In the wilderness of Judea, God used John’s preaching and baptism to 
tear up and re-grade hearts for the arrival of the promised King; today, in the 
“wilderness” of our own fears, sins, and illusions of control, He does the same 
among us. The shoot from Jesse’s stump, the righteous King (Psalm 72), has come 
near in Jesus, who bears the fire of judgment at the cross and now pours out the 
Holy Spirit in Baptism and the Word. As we confess our sins and receive Christ’s 
forgiveness, the Spirit shapes in us real fruits of repentance--humble trust, 
reconciled relationships, and welcoming love for Jew and Gentile, insider and 
outsider--so that we abound in hope as we prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 
Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. Matthew 3:8 
 

PRELUDE 
Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the presence of 
Jesus 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

WE LIGHT THE FIRST CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
 

WELCOME 
 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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PRESERVICE SONG – A Joyful Sound 

Stand 
(The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—

the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver 
and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
P Lord, have mercy, 
C Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
 
 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

NICENE CREEED 
C   I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both  
    the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together  
    is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

OPENING SONG – “My Jesus” 
 
1 Are you past the point of weary? 

Is your burden weighing heavy? 
Is it all too much to carry? 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 
Do you feel that empty feeling? 
'Cause shame's done all its stealing 
And you're desperate for some healing 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

 
2 He makes a way where there ain't no way 
5, 8 Rises up from an empty grave 

Ain't no sinner that He can't save 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 
His love is strong and His grace is free 
And the good news is I know that He 
Can do for you what He's done for me 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 
And let my Jesus change your life 

 
3, 6 Hallelujah, hallelujah 
9, 10 Hallelujah, amen, amen 
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4 Who can wipe away the tears 
From broken dreams and wasted years 
And tell the past to disappear? 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 
And all the wrong turns that you would 
Go and undo if you could 
Who can work it all for your good 
Let me tell you about my Jesus 

 
7 Who would take my cross to Calvary? 

Pay the price for all my guilty? 
Who would care that much about me? 
Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus, oh 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                          Isaiah 11:1-10 
(“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse.”) 
 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
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7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                      Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
L Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
C  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
 
L  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C   righteous and having salvation. 
 
L  Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C   From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                            Romans 15:4-13 
(“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.”) 
  
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore 
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          Luke 3:4b, 6 
P Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight; 
C all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                          Matthew 3:1-12 

(“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’”.) 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of 
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 
 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 
 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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LAMB'S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON  
 

VOTUM 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
 minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Please send your offerings to  
  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66503 

2. Electronic Funds Transfer/Sign up through the church office.   
 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:  Matthew 3:1–2 – “In those days John the Baptist 
came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’” John prepared the way for Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, when 
Jesus’ ministry was complete and He was raised from the dead, He sent out His 
disciples to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47). We never 
outgrow the need for repentance — for examining our lives, turning away from 
our sins and turning toward Jesus in faith to receive his forgiveness and strength 
for a renewed life of godliness. 
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OFFERTORY – “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light 
 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
 
2 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n 
 So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n 
 No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin 
 Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in 
 
3 O holy Child of Bethlehem descend on us, we pray 
 Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today 
 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell 
 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel 

(Phillips Brooks & Lewis H. Redner arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music used by permission CCLI #288089) 

 
Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For grace to acknowledge the Lord, who made all things for Himself, and for 

faith to trust in His mercy incarnate in Jesus Christ, His Son, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the church established by Christ and sustained by Him through the 

means of grace, for boldness to call a world to repentance, and for 
faithfulness to proclaim His Gospel without fear, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all the nations and peoples of the earth and for those who lead them, but 
especially for this nation, our president, governor, legislators, and 
magistrates, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For grateful hearts to receive the good fruits of the earth with thanksgiving 

and for wisdom that we might bear the good fruit of repentance in our lives, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all godly and noble vocations, for marriages and children, for the single 

and the retired, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For an end to poverty and need and for compassion that we may manifest 

charity for all those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the sick, the suffering, the dying, and those who attend to them, 

[especially . . .], let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all needs of body and soul, and for courage that we may not depart the 

way of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 

PREFACE  
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                         
P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

For Thine is the kingdom 
    and the power and the glory 
    forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first.  
They then distribute the body and blood of Christ to those in the pews who are 
unable to come forward, and then finally to those who come forward.    
 

 Distribution and dismissal will be done by half tables. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Lord's Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do 
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further 
study, see Matt. 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
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“In His Time” 
 

1  In His time, in His time 
  He makes all things beautiful, in His time 
  Lord, please show me every day 
  As You’re teaching me Your way 
  That You do just what You say, in Your time 
 

2, 3  In Your time, in Your time 
  You make all things beautiful, in Your time 
  Lord, my life to You I bring 
  May each song I have to sing 
  Be to You a lovely thing, in Your time 
 

4  Lord, please show me every day 
  As You’re teaching me Your way 
  That You do just what You say, in Your time 

(©1978, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music. All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.  Used By 
Permission  CCLI #25981) 

 

“Jesus, You are My Life” Colossians 3:4 
 

1  You are my life, oh, precious Christ 
  You are to me the pearl of greatest price 
  My love for You will never die 
  Jesus, You are my life 
 

2  Oh, holy fire, love’s purest light 
  Burn all desires ‘till You’re my one delight 
  My love for You will never die 
  Jesus, You are my life 
 

3, 5, 7 I come to You, I run to You 
  There’s no greater joy than knowing You 
 

4, 6  Oh, conquering King conquer my heart 
  And make of me a pleasing gift to God 
  My love for You will never die 
  Jesus, You are my life 
 

8  My love for You will never die 
  Jesus, You are my life 

(Steve Fry ©1994, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music & Word Music CCLI #288089) 
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Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord be with you,” 
“Peace be with you,” or “The peace of the Lord be with you”. 
 

CLOSING SONG - “Jesus, Light of the World” 
 
1  The most beautiful night of the year 
  All the stars light up the sky 
  And the city is sparkling with silver and gold 
  From a million points of light 
  A reflection of something that’s deeper within 
  Just a flicker of something bold 
 
2, 4, 5 Jesus, light of the world 
  Shine through the darkness, bright as the day 
  Jesus, light of the world 
  Shine in our hearts 
  Show us the way today 
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3  Who is this child in the manger? 
  Kings bow down and angels sing 
  The Lord of the universe is come here to save us 
  A precious offering 
  All the heavens above and the earth below 
  Are filled with the light of Your love 

(Third Day, Used by permission CCLI #288089) 
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