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WELCOME 
We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
John is the greatest of all the prophets, and yet he is not without anxiety. He 
came to prepare the way of the Lord but then found himself in prison—the 
world unchanged—and those who followed him uncertain about the future. 
Now, two thousand years later, we look around at our own world with the 
same anxiety. We are still waiting, but we are not waiting for improvements 
in the world around us or our own progress in holiness; we are waiting upon 
the Lord. God is at work, focusing our wondering hearts not at what might be 
but at what has been in the death and resurrection that gives us hope and 
confidence. Because of this, we wait for the future He has prepared to 
unfold, doing the work He has given us to do and sure that He will keep His 
Word and bring to fruition all that He has begun—in His own time. 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 
receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. James 5:7–8 
 

PRELUDE 
(Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the 
presence of Jesus.) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

WE LIGHT THE THIRD CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
 

PRESERVICE SONG – Special Music 
                                        JuBELLation Handbell Choir 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION         Psalm 146:5, 7b-8a; Philippians 1:6 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD 

his God. 
C The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
 
Silence for self-examination. 
 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 

of Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
P Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P   Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
P We confess our faith together, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed, 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day He rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy Christian Church, 
         the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

OPENING SONG – “Holy Forever” (Christmas Version) 
 

1  Held within a manger 
The Son of God arrived 

  The One who would be called Emmanuel 
  The promise was delivered 

Unto a virgin bride 
  The One who would be called Emmanuel 
 

2, 7  Your name is the highest 
  Your name is the greatest 
  Your name stands above them all 
  All thrones and dominions 
  All powers and positions 
  Your name stands above them all 
 

3, 5, 8 And the angels cry, “Holy” 
  All creation cries, “Holy” 
  You are lifted high, holy 
  Holy forever 
 

4  In the humble town of David 
A Savior born today 

  The One who would be called Emmanuel 
  Behold the host of heaven 

With holy roar proclaim 
  The One who would be called Emmanuel   
  The Messiah, our God is with us now 
 

6, 9  Hear Your people sing, “Holy” 
  To the King of kings, holy 
  You will always be holy 
  Holy forever 
 

10  You will always be holy 
  Holy forever 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                          Isaiah 35:1-10 
(“Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.”) 
 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
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9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM                                                                          Psalm 146; antiphon:  v. 5 
L 5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
 
L 1Praise the LORD! 
C Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 
L 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
L 3Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
 
L 4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
C on that very day his plans perish. 
 
L 5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
 
L 6who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 
C who keeps faith forever; 
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L 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 
C who gives food to the hungry. 
 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
 
L 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

C The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the righteous. 

 
L 9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

C but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 
L 10The LORD will reign forever, 
C your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
     and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
      is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
L 5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                    James 5:7-11 
(“Be patient…until the coming of the Lord.”) 
 
 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one 
another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider 
those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness 
of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
 
L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand 
 
 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                     Matthew 11:10b 
P    Alleluia. Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 
C   who will prepare Your way before You. Alleluia.  
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               Matthew 11:2-15 
(“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”) 
 
P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by 
me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?  
8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out 
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 
whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 
13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 
 
P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 



11 
 

LAMB'S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 
P  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C   Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Please send your offerings to  
  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66503 

2. Electronic Funds Transfer  
  Sign up through the church office.   

 
STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:  Isaiah 35:4 – “Say to those who have an 

anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.’” The 
return of our Lord at the Last Day is a cause of joy and anticipation for us 
believers. We know our Lord and His love, and we look forward to His Second 
Advent. Indeed, how we live our lives here and now flows from our certain 
hope of resurrection and eternal life. 
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OFFERTORY – “The First Noel” 
 

1  The first Noel, the angel did say 
  Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
  In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
  On a cold winter’s night that was so deep 
 

2, 4, 6, 7 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
  Born is the King of Israel 
 

3  They looked up and saw a star 
  Shining in the east, beyond them far 
  And to the earth it gave great light 
  And so it continued both day and night 
 

5  Then let us all in one accord 
  Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord 
  That hath made heav’n and earth of naught 
  And with His blood mankind hath bought 

(Traditional English Carol arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music CCLI #288089) 

 
Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the church may proclaim the Good News to the poor, forgiveness 

to the sinner, and healing to all those afflicted in body or soul, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That hope may rule our hearts against despair and that we may know 

joy in the midst of trials, giving thanks that Jesus Christ has come to set 
us free from sin, death, and all our enemies, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P That peace may calm our upset hearts and love direct our words and 

our actions, giving thanks that we shall be raised from this mortal life to 
everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the nations and all the people may be well served by good and 

faithful leaders, that violence be replaced with peace among the 
nations, and for our good citizenship, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the home may be a place of blessing and love, that marriages may 

be kept holy, that the lonely may find friendship, and that we may 
serve one another in love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P That we may respect life and gladly serve children and support mothers 

with child and those whose desire for a child has yet to be fulfilled, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P That all those afflicted in body or soul may know healing and peace and 

that the grieving may be comforted in their loss, [especially . . .], let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every 

circumstance of life, teach us the joy that comes from knowing Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His gracious 
visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom  
     and the power and the glory  
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord be with 
you,” “Peace be with you,” or “The peace of the Lord be with you”. 
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CLOSING SONG - “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” Isaiah 49:3 
 
1 Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee 

God of glory, Lord of love 
 Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee 

Opening to the sun above 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness 

Drive the dark of doubt away 
 Giver of immortal gladness 

Fill us with the light of day 
 
2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee 

Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays 
 Stars and angels sing around Thee 

Center of unbroken praise 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea 
 Chanting bird and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in Thee 
 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving 

Ever blessing, ever blest 
 Wellspring of the joy of living 

Ocean depth of happy rest 
 Thou our Father, Christ our Brother 

All who live in love are Thine 
 Teach us how to love each other 

Lift us to the joy divine 
Teach us how to love each other 
Lift us to the joy divine 
(Henry Van Dyke & Ludwig Van Beethoven, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music CCLI #288089) 
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