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WELCOME 

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 

At Christmas, our lives and attention are often occupied not only with the 
smaller details of the season—the decorations, the gifts, the special menus, 
the schedule of events—but also with those details of greater importance: 
family, parents and grandparents, children and grandchildren, as well as 
those of more distant relationships. Greater than that, as Christians we 
center our celebration here in God’s presence to hear God’s Word, to attend 
to what is most important, which alone can give all the other details of life its 
most solid foundation. That Word puts everything else in its proper 
perspective, including our place and participation in the kingdom of God. The 
“big picture” includes God’s amazing creation from the beginning, as well as 
our part in mankind’s fall into sin and struggle with Satan and death. Then 
enters God’s great remedy: our salvation from sin and death through the 
redemption that is in God Himself, in the person of the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. His incarnation and birth from the virgin Mary was a great 
miracle—God taking on our human flesh and blood. Greater, however, was 
His own sacrifice in our flesh, by which He has cast down Satan and his lies 
and raised up a new creation to new, eternal life. On this day, amid any and 
all distractions and details, the familiar hymn has it right: “How firm a 
foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!” 
(LSB 728:1). 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 
1:14 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
Please use this time to prepare your hearts for coming into the presence of 
Jesus. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

OPENING CAROL 
379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

   

RESPONSIVE READING 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We light the Advent Wreath, including the Christmas Candle, as we sing the 
following hymn. 

  

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE  st. 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Lisa M. Clark  Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.   Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: Creative Worship no. 110002155 Tune: Public domain 
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EXHORTATION                                                                                   LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION                                                                                       LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION                                                                                       LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
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CAROL 
386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P  Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, as we are gladdened to celebrate the annual festival of 
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, our Savior, help us to remember 
the purpose of His earthly ministry that we may take confidence in our 
deliverance from sin, Satan, and death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

 

 
 
 
Sit 
 
 
 
 

 WORD 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                      Isaiah 52:7-10 
(The Lord’s coming salvation) 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                             Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
P  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C   and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
 
P    And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
P    Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C     for he has done marvelous things! 
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EPISTLE  Hebrews 1:1–12 
(The supremacy of God’s Son) 
 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 

 

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

 

Or again, 
 

“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 
 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
 

7Of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
 

8But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 
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“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 
 like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
 and your years will have no end.” 
  

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 
CHRISTMAS ALLELUIA and VERSE Tune: Sussex Carol (LSB 377)                                                                                              

 

 

 

 
Text by: Michael Schmidt 

 
 



11 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                         John 1:1–18 
(The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.) 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 
16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known. 
  
P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Sit 

 
LAMB’S MESSAGE 
 
CAROL 
358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                                       sts. 1, 3, 5, 7 

 

 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
 minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERING   
 
There are several ways to give. 
 

1. Please send your offerings to  
  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66503 

2. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   
 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:  Luke 2:12 – “And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as 
St. Paul said, He who was rich for our sakes became poor, for behold the King 
who must be laid in a manger, no crib for His bed! There in the manger is the 
very picture of self-giving generosity. 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God,  

the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray. 
 
 Almighty and everlasting God, we give thanks to You for our creation, 

our life, and all Your gifts. But we especially give Your thanks that, in 
many and various ways, You spoke Your Word of grace, comfort, and 
truth, first through Your holy prophets, but now in these last days by 
Your very own Son, whose coming into our flesh we celebrate this day. 
By His coming, He has brought us forgiveness and new, eternal life. 
Help us to live in Him even as He lives in us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Cause the joyous message of Your angels—of Your glory and peace to 
all—to resound in our country and throughout the world. Bless, guard, 
and guide all in the authority of government in our land. Prosper the 
preaching of the Gospel by Your church, keeping all pastors and 
teachers steadfast in Your word of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Renew our hearts and those of all Your people in the joy and peace of 
Your salvation and help us to reflect Your love for all in all that we say 
and do. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P For all who are in any need in these days, for the lonely and 
abandoned, for the wayward and the hopeless, for those in trouble or 
despair, and for the sick and dying, bring Your saving Word of mercy, 
forgiveness, health, healing, and hope by faith in Your Son, the Savior of 
the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Grant Your blessing to rest upon our families—husbands, wives, 
children, grandparents, and other relatives. Bind our hearts together by 
Your own gifts of love. Remembering those whom You have called into 
Your nearer presence, we give You thanks. Keep us in the same saving 
faith that we may be numbered among those You have redeemed for 
eternal life in the day of resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 10, 12 

 

 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
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PREFACE                                                                                               LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for Your whole creation. But we praise You especially for saving us 
from our sin by the redemption of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whom You promised from of old, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, who perfectly fulfilled Your holy 
Law for us by His divine life, who then died our death for the 
forgiveness of the sin of the whole world, and who was raised again 
from the dead and now lives and reigns as King of the universe. 
Therefore with shepherds and Wise Men rejoicing and with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANTUS – Sing Holy, Holy, Holy (Tune: LSB 386) 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Larry A. Peters 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son to bring 
good news and great joy to all people. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

 

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, liberate, and defend us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                                              LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI                                                                                        LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
  

 
AGNUS DEI – O Christ, The Lamb of God, You Take (Tune: LSB 366) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Larry A. Peters 
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900 
Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 
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 Sit 

 
The Lord's Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of 
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 
to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or 
who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, 
are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see 
Matt. 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ 
first.  They then distribute the body and blood of Christ to those in the pews 
who are unable to come forward, and then finally to those who come 
forward.    
 

Distribution and dismissal will be done by half tables. 
 

  



23 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

What Feast of Love                                 Tune:  GREENSLEEVES (LSB 370) 
What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven?  
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven.  
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 
 
What feast of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven?  
What hope of everlasting life, what wondrous word is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heaven.  
Oh, see and hear and sing!  The Word of God is given! 
 
What wine of love is offered here, what holy drink from heaven?  
What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven.  
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given. 
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374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 
7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

 
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 

Stand 

 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  Tune: Angels from the Realm of Glory (LSB 367) 

1 Thank the Lord, His praises voicing  
For His promised faithfulness!  
All who seek the Lord, rejoicing  
Tell His love, His name confess  
For He leads us, with thanksgiving  
in the paths of righteousness. 

 
2 At Your Word, Lord, let Your servant  

Go in peace, for with my eyes  
I have seen Your bright salvation,  
Israel's Light, begin to rise  
As the Glory of the nations,  
Leading us to Paradise. 
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POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING                                             LSB 167 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
  

BENEDICTION                                                                                      LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
  

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
Please greet one another with “Merry Christmas!” 
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388 Go Tell It On the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Please continue to greet the people around you as you exit the Sanctuary. 
  
 

  
 


