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WELCOME 

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
One of the great pleasures of the Advent and Christmas season is the singing 
of hymns and carols associated with the nativity of our Lord. Many of the 
texts of these well-loved songs were written specifically for services in the 
Christmas season; others were not. “Silent Night, Holy Night” (LSB 363) was 
written to be first sung at a Christmas Eve service in Austria in 1818, and “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem” (LSB 361) was initially included as part of a 
children’s Christmas program at Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia in 1868. 
But another well-loved hymn associated with Christmas was not originally a 
Christmas song. “Joy to the World” (LSB 387) was written as a paraphrase of 
the second half of Psalm 98 by the English hymn writer Isaac Watts in 1719. 
When the text was printed as part of a collection of Psalms in English verse, 
he gave the song the heading “The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.” Our 
celebration of the coming to earth of Jesus as our Messiah and Lord gives us 
a great “resounding joy” that lasts all through our years as we await the 
fullness of His kingdom yet to come!  
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. LSB 368:1 
 
 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
Please use this time to prepare your hearts for coming into the presence of 
Jesus. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

OPENING CAROL 
379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL                                                      sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 
P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CAROL 
386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE                                               sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P  Let us pray. 
 
 Gracious God, on this blessed day, we celebrate our Lord’s birth as the 

fulfillment of Your promise of redemption from sin. With the company 
of song-filled angels in heaven and jubilant people on earth, we 
welcome Jesus as the Savior of the world and Lord of our hearts, who 
now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Sit 
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CAROL 
367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY                               sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 

WORD
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Isaiah 9:2-7 
(We see a great light.) 
 
L 2 The people who walked in darkness 
C   have seen a great light; 
 
L those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
C   on them has light shined. 
 
L 

3You have multiplied the nation; 
C   you have increased its joy; 
 
L they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 
C   as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
 
L 

4For the yoke of his burden, 
  and the staff for his shoulder, 
  the rod of his oppressor, 
C  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
L 

5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
  and every garment rolled in blood 
C  will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 
L 

6For to us a child is born, 
C  to us a son is given; 
 
L and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
C  and his name shall be called 
 
L Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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L
  7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

C   there will be no end, 
 
L

  on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
C   to establish it and to uphold it 
 
L

  with justice and with righteousness 
C   from this time forth and forevermore. 
 
L

  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
  
L   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL 
380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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GRADUAL – Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
 

P And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

P Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C  for He has done marvelous things! 
 

CAROL 
361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM                                            sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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EPISTLE                                                                                       Titus 2:11–14 
(The grace of God has appeared.) 
 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works. 
  
L   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 
CAROL 
368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

HOLY GOSPEL 1                                                                          Matthew 1:18–25 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
(The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.) 
 

 
  
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
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HOLY GOSPEL 2                                                                                      Luke 2:1-20 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Like, the second chapter. 
(The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.) 
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P  
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them,  

 
C  “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 

for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 
P

  13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 

 
C 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace  
  among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 
P  15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another,  
C  “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has made known to us.”  
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P
  16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 
it had been told them. 

 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
P We confess our faith together, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed, 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 

 
364 AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING   
Luke 2:12 – “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as St. Paul said, He who was 
rich for our sakes became poor, for behold the King who must be laid in a 
manger, no crib for His bed! There in the manger is the very picture of self-
giving generosity. 
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OFFERING 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Please send your offerings to  
  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66503 

2. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   
  

CAROL 
370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS                                                                  sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Lord God Almighty, on this most holy night we wonder at the majesty 
of the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ. With joy we greet our 
newborn King, the Savior of the nations. Let Your Church throughout 
the world proclaim His birth. Give her faithful preachers to proclaim 
these glad tidings and ears to hear and believe them. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Remember all families, Lord. Make each household a place of prayer 

and devotion to Your Word. Bless parents of young children with 
patience. Give comfort to the childless. Abide with the fatherless, 
widows and orphans, the lonely and those separated from their 
families. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer 
 
P Remember this country, O Lord. Grant our leaders wisdom and justice 

as they exercise Your authority to punish wrongdoers and protect the 
righteous. Use all citizens to speak in defense of the defenseless. Abide 
with those who labor on behalf of others, especially all who must work 
this night for our protection. Bring wars to an end, defend the innocent 
and bring Your healing peace to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Heavenly Father, in the birth of Your Son You have visited and 

redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those who are lonely, sick, 
recovering or near death [especially _____________]. Let Your 
presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until the 
time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 



20 
 

P Lord God, in the birth of Your Son You have called people from every 
time and place into His Body, the Church. We give You thanks for the 
believers who went before us, especially those who were with us in 
Christmases past and who now live with You. Grant us sure confidence 
in the promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us with them 
at last into Your presence; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 
For Thine is the kingdom 

    and the power and the glory 
    forever and ever. Amen 
 

CANDLELIGHTS 
Flameless candles will be distributed. Please screw in the bottom securely to 
turn the light on. 
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CAROL 
363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT                                                     sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
Please greet the people around you with “Merry Christmas!” 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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EXTINGUISH CANDLES 
 
CAROL 
387 JOY TO THE WORLD                        

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Please continue to greet the people around you as you exit the Sanctuary. 
  

Please return the flameless candle in the narthex.  
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