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WELCOME

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us. Please remember to
turn your cell phone to silence. Restrooms are on the west side of the
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving. We
hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus.

AS WE GATHER

In Psalm 12, King David cries out, “Save, O LORD, for the godly one is gone; for
the faithful have vanished from among the children of man” (v. 1). The Lord
God’s anointed king lives in a troubling world! Many centuries later, Martin
Luther paraphrased the words of David, writing in a hymn text in 1523: “O
Lord, look down from heav’n, behold and let Thy pity waken; . . . dark times
have us o’ertaken” (TLH 260:1). Looking at our world today, we can relate to
both King David and Martin Luther. Yet both men expressed hope in their
written words. In his psalm, David writes, “The words of the LORD are pure
words, ... You, O LorD, will keep them” (vv. 6a, 7a). And Luther confidently
writes, “So through God’s Word shall men endure each trial and temptation”
(TLH 260:5). Reformation Day echoes the call to faithfulness heard by God’s
people through the ages. May we listen well!

IMAGE ON THE COVER
If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free. John 8:31b-32

WELCOME

WPREPARATION =
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He breaks the cruel

657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD sts. 1-4
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1 A might - y  for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic-
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev -ils fill the land All threat-'ning to de-
4 God’s Word for-ev - er shall a - bide, No thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; op - pres - sor's rod And wins sal -
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fightt Whom God Him-
vour us, We trem-ble not, un - moved we stand; They can -not
fear it; For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe Has sworn to
self e-lect - ed. You ask who this may be? The Lord of
o - ver-powr us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; In bat - tle
of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house, Goods, hon - or,
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work us woe. With  craft and dread - ful might He
hosts is  He, Christ Je sus, might - y  Lord, God’s
we’ll en - gage. His might  is doomed to  fail; God’s
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
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arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to - rious.
judg - ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155

Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross I/~ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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INVOCATION
) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 203

[P) Our helpis in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer
and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as
His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 203

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

H WORD *



INTROIT Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46
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®) | will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

| will bless the Lorp at | all times;*
his praise shall continually be | in my mouth.

) My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;*
let the humble hear | and be glad.
Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;*
| will teach you the fear | of the LORD.

[P) The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;*
none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P) 1 will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

KYRIE

[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy;

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

Christ, have mer-cy;

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy;

[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let

us pray to the Lord.

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy;

[P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy;

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer - cy.




GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we  pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

O Lamb of God, our

Sav - ior, You take
For - ev - er and for-ev - er,

Be

our sins a - way.
wor-shiped and a - dored:
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt  cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 205

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us
in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your
Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

REFORMATION SEQUENCE Part 1
P) One of the most famous documents of the Reformation Era is the set of

the Ninety-Five Theses posted on the door of the Castle Church at
Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517. In this set of ninety-five
statements that Dr. Luther wished to have debated was a challenge to
accepted practices in the church of his time that Luther felt were at odds
with the biblical witness and therefore were not true. His introduction to
the set of statements he had written is highlighted by two words: “love”
and “truth.” We now hear what Luther wrote as the introduction to his
now famous Ninety-Five Theses.

“Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following
propositions will be debated at Wittenberg, under presidency of the
Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology,
and the Lecturer on Ordinary on the same at that place. For that reason,
he requests that those who cannot be present and debate orally with us
may do so by letter.”
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The challenges to Luther that resulted from his posting of the Ninety-
Five Theses remained a constant factor throughout his life. A few years
before his death, he wrote the words to the stirring hymn “Lord, Keep Us
Steadfast in Your Word.” Both the text and the tune are attributed to the
great reformer.

655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD st. 1
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1 Lord, keep wus stead - fast in Your Word;  Curb  those who
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
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Son And bring to  naught all He has done.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
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FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7
(Another angel proclaims an eternal Gospel message.)

®Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language
and people. ’And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7
P] "The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

®P) 'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
P) ‘Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
P) 3though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
[P) “There s a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
[P) °God isin the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
®) °The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
[P 'The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P)] 3Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
P) °He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
P) '°“Be still, and know that | am God.
| will be exalted among the nations,

| will be exalted in the earth!”
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The LoRD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

®=

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

[P) ’The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

EPISTLE Romans 3:19-28
(God grants the gift of redemption through Jesus Christ.)

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be
held accountable to God. *°For by works of the law no human being will be
justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

*'But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— “*the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: *for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, **and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
*whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over former sins. *°It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has
faith in Jesus.

*’Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law?
By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. **For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:12-19

(Jesus speaks of John the Baptist and his prophetic mission to a troubled
world.)

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. “*For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, “and if you are willing to accept
it, he is Elijah who is to come. >He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

6“gut to what shall | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to their playmates,

12



17///

We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’
BEor John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’
“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
justified by her deeds.”

[P) Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 207
P) God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit
LAMB’S MESSAGE
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555 SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME
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sts. 1, 5—-6, 8-9
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1 Sal - wva-tion un - to us has come By God's free grace and
5 Yet as the Law must be ful-filled Or we must die de-
6 Since Christ has full a - tone-ment made Andbrought to us  sal-
8 The Law re-veals the guilt of sin  And makes us con-science-
9 Faith «clings to Je - sus” cross a - lone And rests in Him un-
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fa - wvor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
spair - ing, Christ came and has God's an - ger stilled, Our
va - tion, Each  Chris - tian there - forer may be glad And
strick - en; But then the Gos - pel en - ters in The
ceas - ing; And by its  fruits true faith is known, With
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help  and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
hu - man na - ture shar - ing. He has for  us the
build on this foun-da - tion. Your grace a - lone, dear
sin - ful soul to quick - en. Come (o the cross, trust
love and hope in - creas - ing. For faith a - lone can
- | . L N ! :
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
Law 0 - beyed And thus the Fa - ther’s
Lord, | plead, Your death is now my
Christ, and live; The Law no  peace can
jus - un - fy; Works serve our neigh - bor
A e e e e et
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
ven - geance stayed Which o - ver us im - pend - ed.
life in - deed, For You have paid my ran - som.
ev - er give, No com-fort and no bless - ing.
and sup - ply The proof that faith is liv - ing.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484—1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON

VOTUM

[P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

OFFERING
There are several ways to give.
1. Please send your offerings to
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
4801 Anderson Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66503
2. Electronic Funds Transfer
Sign up through the church office.

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE: Romans 3:20 — “For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.” The Law of God is good — it’s just that we sinners cannot
save ourselves by the Law. Salvation is a free gift of God because that is the
only way we could ever be saved. The Law shows us God’s holiness and thus
our own sin. And now in Christ we can look at the Law and see it in a new light
as well: as a guide for how to live a godly life in thanksgiving to God for His
gracious forgiveness in Christ.

15



REFORMATION SEQUENCE Part 2

(P)

A major focus of Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses was his concerns about the
marketing of indulgences or letters of pardon for sins committed that
were sold by traveling salesmen sent out by the church to raise funds for
cathedral construction and other church projects. This money-raising
strategy turned the forgiveness God gives freely through Jesus Christ
into a commodity that could be purchased for the right price.
Indulgences were readily available to wealthy people but not to the
masses of common people—the kind of people that Luther knew well
and preached to week by week. In Theses 36 and 37, he rightly asserts
that God’s forgiveness is equally available to all who repent.

“Every truly repentant Christian has plenary [full] remission of penalty
and guilt, even without letters of pardon. Every true Christian, whether
living or dead, has a part in all the benefits of Christ and the church,
given him by God, even without letters of pardon.”

Luther’s love for the truth and his desire to bring it to light led to dark
times for those who saw the light of the Gospel in the writings of the
great reformer. In the second stanza of “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your
Word,” Luther prays that God would defend and protect the church and
its people. His prayer in his day is our prayer today as well.

655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD st. 2
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we May sing  Your praise e - ter - nal - ly

Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Almighty God, we give You thanks and praise for all Your goodness and
tender care, especially on this Reformation festival. Thank You for the
gift of Your Son and for the revelation of Your will and grace. Implant
Your Word in us, and give us fertile hearts to keep it and bring forth its
good fruit in our lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of grace, keep us steadfast in Your Word, and prevent our wayward
hearts from following false gospels that lead us away from You. Provide
Your Church with faithful pastors who preach in purity and joy, that we
are saved by Your grace alone, through faith alone, because of Christ
alone. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Mighty God, You have great power and yet You act with mercy. Teach
those who lead us to use power rightly for the preservation of order, the
accomplishment of justice, the protection of life and the defense of the
weak. Give us wise, godly and faithful leaders who will follow Your
commands and serve with integrity. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, remember all who face adversity of any kind [especially
|. Comfort them by Your Holy Spirit, that they would

acknowledge their afflictions as the manifestation of Your fatherly will.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

17



(P) Preserve Your Church, O Lord, and each of us as members of Christ’s
Body, that we may not surrender the true Gospel for any reason, but be
kept in this faith and fear throughout the days of our earthly pilgrimage,
until that day when we and all Your people shall stand before the
judgment seat of Christ to receive the reward You have prepared for us
and all who have loved His appearing; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

18



REFORMATION SEQUENCE Part 3

(P)

N

In the final two of the Ninety-Five Theses, Martin Luther gave an
indication that he was well aware of the pathway that Christians would
be taking as they followed the truth of the Gospel. No matter how
contentious and challenging the world might be in a given era, the
gracious guidance of Christ would be sufficient to lead His faithful flock
to the joys of everlasting glory. Hear now Theses 94 and 95.

“Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their
Head, through penalties, death and hell. And thus be confident of
entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than through the
false security of peace (Acts 14:22).”

In Thesis 62, Luther shared the heart of his message in a most
straightforward way, as he writes, “The true treasure of the church is the
most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.” The closing stanza of
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” is a prayer for peace and unity
to the Holy Spirit. With the psalmist we say to our loving Lord, “I will
praise You with an upright heart. . .. | will keep Your statutes” (119:73,
8a). Together we sing the last stanza of Luther’s hymn of trust and faith.

55 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD st. 3
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strife And lead us out of  death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
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BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

GREET ONE ANOTHER
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord be with you,
“Peace be with you,” or “The peace of the Lord be with you”.

77
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CLOSING SONG

644 THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION sts. 1-5
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev-'ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Yet  saints their watch are keep -ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till  with the wvi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
0 bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore wus, May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76

Text and tune: Public domain
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