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WELCOME 
We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving. We 
hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 

 
AS WE GATHER 
How far can the human voice travel? Scientists tell us that the normal outdoor 
range for an adult voice traveling through still air is about 180 meters or 590 
feet. Communication in Silbo, a whistled language of Spanish-speaking 
inhabitants of the Canary Islands, can travel five miles under ideal conditions. 
The sound of a voice traveling across still water at night can range up to 10.5 
miles. Voices can carry! The message that the voices carry is what is most 
important. The spoken message about Jesus shared by Philip the deacon with 
the Ethiopian stranger made an eternal difference in that man’s life. The 
words that we speak and the messages that we share are of great importance 
and have the divine potential to “spread the reign of God the Lord” (LSB 
830:1). 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch of Mine that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” John 15:1–2 
 

PRELUDE 
(Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the 
presence of Jesus.) 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
 
WELCOME 
 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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PRESERVICE SONG – Special Music 
    JuBellation Handbell Choir 
    “Here I Am to Worship” 
  
Stand 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Psalm 66:1-4, 8-9, 40:5 
P Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
C sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 
 
P Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! 
C All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; they sing praises to 

Your name.” 
 
P Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, 
C who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 
 
P You have multiplied, O LORD my God, Your wondrous deeds and Your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare with You! 
C I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and 

implore His forgiveness. 
C O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to 

You all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended You. By 
nature, I am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed I have 
continually transgressed Your law. For this I justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of the sufferings and death of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and 
contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your 
Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping 
with true repentance. 

 
P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
C Amen. 
 
P As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
P Lord, have mercy, 
C Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray. 
 
 Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine and we are the branches. 

Apart from You there is no life. By Baptism You have grafted us into Your 
gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the 
glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
P    God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. 
          Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
      The third day He rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sit 
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OPENING SONG – “One Thing Remains” 
 
1 Higher than the mountains that I face 
 Stronger than the power of the grave 
 Our constant in the trial and the change 
 This one thing remains 
 
2, 4 Your love never fails, it never gives up 
6, 8 It never runs out on me 
10 Your love never fails, it never gives up 
 It never runs out on me 

Your love never fails, it never gives up 
 It never runs out on me 

Your love 
 
3, 7 On and on and on and on it goes 
 It overwhelms and satisfies my soul 
 And I never, ever have to be afraid 
 This one thing remains 
 This one thing remains 
 
5, 9 In death, in life I’m confident and covered by 

The power of Your great love 
 My debt is paid there’s nothing that can separate 

My heart from Your great love 
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READING                                                                                        Acts 8:26-40 
(Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.) 
 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he 
rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 
and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and 
sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 
 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? 
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 
38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                                Psalm 150 
L  

1Praise the LORD! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 

C      praise him in his mighty heavens! 
 
L  2Praise him for his mighty deeds;  
C     praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
 
L  

3Praise him with trumpet sound; 
C      praise him with lute and harp! 
 
L  

4Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
C      praise him with strings and pipe! 
 
L   

5Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
C     praise him with loud clashing cymbals!   
 
L   

6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
C     Praise the LORD! 
 
C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
      and to the Holy Spirit; 
    as it was in the beginning,  
      is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                          1 John 4:1-21 
(An exhortation to lives of Christian love.) 
 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this 
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 
of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to 
be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in 
this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                Romans 6:9; John 14:23 
P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him 
C If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, 

and We will come to him and make Our home with him. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                 John 15:1-8 
(Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches.) 

 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every 
branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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LAMB'S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 
P  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
  minds in Christ Jesus. 
C  Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
There are several ways to give. 

1. A basket is available in the narthex as you exit. 
2. Please send your offerings to  

  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
4801 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66503 

3. Give through our website: 
https://stlukesmanhattan.org 
/about-us/financial-support/ 

4. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:  John 15:2 – “Every branch of mine that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” God is interested in the fruit that we 
bear in good works, and He even prunes us so that we may bring forth more 
fruit. Trusting in our Lord’s work for us, being grafted by grace into His vine, 
we desire to be more like Him, to grow into His image. That’s growth in fruit 
bearing — and it always comes with some pruning. 
 
 
 
 

https://stlukesmanhattan.org/
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OFFERTORY - “Just as I Am” Romans 5:8 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
 But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 

  
2 Just as I am, and waiting not 
 To rid my soul of one dark blot 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 

 
3 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive 
 Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse relieve 

Because Thy promise I believe 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 

(Charlotte Elliott & William B. Bradbury, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music CCLI #288089) 

 

RECEIVE INTO MEMBERSHIP 
 
Codey & Katie Barber 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever 

confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all 
grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the 
Lord. 

 
P  Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 

acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 
R  Yes, I do. 
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P  Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
R  Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son 

our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 
R  Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
P  Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 

Word of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn 
from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and 
true? 

R  I do. 
 
P  Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 

faithfully? 
R  I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P  Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, 

and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to 
death? 

R  I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P  Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 
R  I do. 
 
P    Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation 
    with your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 
R  I will, with the help of God. 
 
P  Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are [a 

member/members] of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this 
congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the 
blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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Stand 
 
P  Let us pray. 
 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 
Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart 
to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by 
Your Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one true faith in 
the fellowship of this congregation as together we await the day when 
all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of 
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
P  The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
C  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. Protect us from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist, 
that we may always confess Christ to be our only true God and remain 
faithful to Him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the vine of Your Son. Prune 
us and cut off from us all sin and dead works, that we may always draw 
life from Your Son and produce the fruits of faith and good works. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P   Savior of all people, in the water of Baptism You welcome sinners into 
Your kingdom and give them life. Grant that we would always honor and 
extol this gift, and let nothing prevent people from it. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Almighty God, give health and guidance to our president and all in 

authority, that they may serve honorably and in accord with Your good 
order. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in their hour of need. 

[Give aid to _____________.] Grant that they would bear their crosses 
with faith, ever looking to You, and so fix their hearts where true joy is 
found. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Holy Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, and Your saints shall bless You; for You live and reign with the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C   Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P  Let us pray.  
 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same 
with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 
ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P  The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   Amen. 
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EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Amen. 
 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord be with you,” 
“Peace be with you,” or “The peace of the Lord be with you”. 
 

CLOSING SONG – “Awesome God” 
 

1 When He rolls up His sleeves He ain't just putting on the ritz 
Our God is an awesome God 
There is thunder in His footsteps and lightning in His fists 
Our God is an awesome God 
The Lord wasn’t joking when He kicked ‘em out of Eden 
It wasn’t for no reason that He shed His blood 
His return is very close so you better be believing that 
Our God is an awesome God 

 

2, 4 Our God is an awesome God 
5, 6  He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom, power, and love 
Our God is an awesome God 
 

3 And when the sky was starless in the void of the night 
Our God is an awesome God 
He spoke into the darkness and created the light 
Our God is an awesome God 
Judgement and wrath He poured out on Sodom 
Mercy and grace He gave us at the cross 
I hope that we have not too quickly forgotten that 
Our God is an awesome God 

 

7 Our God is an awesome God, our God is an awesome God 
 Our God is an awesome God 

(Rich Mullins ©1988 Edward Grant, Inc. CCLI #288089) 
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