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WELCOME 

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
One of the charming traditions of days gone by, still observed by some 
families, is the designation of a Christmas room in the house. In older homes, 
that room often was a parlor or dining room. The Christmas room was closed 
off to the family by the parents for days or even weeks before Christmas Eve 
and was beautified by a parent, grandparent, or other designated adult with 
decorations and greens and, most centrally, a Christmas tree, which 
frequently had heirloom ornaments on it. The room was set aside to remind 
all in the house to make room in their lives for the coming of Jesus, the Christ 
Child. In his well-loved paraphrase of Psalm 98, Isaac Watts writes: “Joy to 
the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let ev’ry heart 
prepare Him room” (LSB 387:1). Tonight, the room in our hearts is filled with 
the joyful assurance that Christ has come to fill the world and our lives with 
His love.  
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 

Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
Its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, 
To die, to live, and not alone for me, 
To die, to live, and not alone for me? LSB 369:4 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
Please use this time to prepare your hearts for coming into the presence of 
Jesus.  

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org


3 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

OPENING CAROL 
379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL                                                      sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 
P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CAROL 
386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE                                               sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P  Let us pray. 
 
 Gracious heavenly Father, with joy we celebrate our Lord’s birth as the 

fulfillment of Your promise of redemption from sin. Grant that as Your 
Holy Spirit works in our lives, there always be room for Jesus as Lord of 
our hearts, who now lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Sit 
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CAROL 
367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY                               sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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WORD
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Isaiah 7:10–14 
(Immanuel will be born to a virgin mother.) 
 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 
not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
  
L   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL 
380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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GRADUAL – Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
 

P And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

P Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C  for He has done marvelous things! 
 

CAROL 
361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM                                            sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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EPISTLE                                                                                       1 John 4:7–16 
(God sent His Son into the world as Redeemer.) 
 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 
  
L   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL 
368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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HOLY GOSPEL 1                                                                          Matthew 1:18–25 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
(The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.) 
 

 
  
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Stand 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL 2                                                                                      Luke 2:1-20 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Like, the second chapter. 
(The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.) 
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P  
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them,  

 
C  “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 

for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 
P

  13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 

 
C 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace  
  among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 
P  15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another,  
C  “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has made known to us.”  
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P
  16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 
it had been told them. 

 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
P We confess our faith together, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed, 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 

 
364 AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING   
Luke 2:12 – “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as St. Paul said, He who was 
rich for our sakes became poor, for behold the King who must be laid in a 
manger, no crib for His bed! There in the manger is the very picture of self-
giving generosity. 
 
 
 



18 
 

OFFERING 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Offering plates are available in the narthex as you exit. 
2. Please send your offerings to  

  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66503 

3. Give through our website: 
https://stlukesmanhattan.org 
/about-us/financial-support/ 

4. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   
  

CAROL 
370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS                                                                  sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

https://stlukesmanhattan.org/
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Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our 

petitions and grant them according to His gracious will. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, as we recall the first Christmas, we thank 
You for the gift of Jesus Christ, who came to earth in deep humility. We 
bless You that there was room in Your heart for the people of earth and 
for the sacrifice of Jesus as He left the glory of Your eternal kingdom in 
coming to earth to be our Savior, our Brother and our Friend. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P As we think of Your chosen servants Mary and Joseph, we thank You for 
the gift of family. Grant that we always treasure the gifts we receive 
through them and seek to be those who cherish our family, our church 
family, our friends, and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P As we fill this sacred space with song, we thank You for the gifts of 

poetry and music and for writers and composers who have enriched 
our celebration with their devotion and creativity. Grant that we ever 
seek to bring You all that is the best and most beautiful in our worship. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P As we hear again of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the 
greatest of news, we thank You for those who serve in the various 
vocations of life, including those whose daily work goes unnoticed or 
underappreciated. We commend to Your special care, Lord, those in 
the military, our first responders and medical personnel, and all whose 
service keeps them distanced from their family homes in these days. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for all situations and conditions of people, especially those on 

our hearts at this time [including . . .]. Be with all who need our 
petitions and our concern. Bless them according to their needs, Lord, 
and give us opportunities to be of comfort and assistance in Your name. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P As we pray, gracious God, we remember our dear ones who have 

completed their earthly lives and now are in Your eternal keeping. 
Grant that we follow their footsteps in ways of peace and love 
throughout our lives as we live to Your glory as those on whom Your 
favor rests. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

  



21 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 
For Thine is the kingdom 

    and the power and the glory 
    forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CANDLELIGHTS 
Flameless candles will be distributed. Please screw in the bottom securely to 
turn the light on. 
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CAROL 
363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT                                                     sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
Please greet the people around you with “Merry Christmas!” 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                                       
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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EXTINGUISH CANDLES 
 
CAROL 
387 JOY TO THE WORLD                        

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Please continue to greet the people around you as you exit the Sanctuary. 
  

Please return the flameless candle in the narthex.  
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