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WELCOME 

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 

The pages of the Bible are filled with some very human people. In the 
appointed Readings of the Sundays in Lent, we encounter several. In today’s 
Old Testament Reading, we hear of Abraham, who followed the guidance of 
God faithfully to the land of promise. Yet in Genesis, we also read that when 
in a challenging situation in Egypt, he misrepresented his wife as his sister 
and profited from the deception. Nicodemus, to whom Jesus explained the 
Gospel in great detail, kept his association with the Lord a secret. Even at the 
time of the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion, Nicodemus labors with Joseph 
of Arimathea “secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38). It is well that we 
are reminded as we confess in the Nicene Creed that “for us men and for our 
salvation” our Lord “was made man.” As imperfect and very human people, 
we are assured by the Spirit that we are loved by God, who knows us as we 
are, and that we truly are “precious in the sight of the LORD” in life and in 
death (Psalm 116:15). 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 

The pages of the Bible are filled with some very human people. In the 
appointed Readings of the Sundays in Lent, we encounter several. In today’s 
Old Testament Reading, we hear of Abraham, who followed the guidance of 
God faithfully to the land of promise. Yet in Genesis, we also read that when 
in a challenging situation in Egypt, he misrepresented his wife as his sister 
and profited from the deception. Nicodemus, to whom Jesus explained the 
Gospel in great detail, kept his association with the Lord a secret. Even at the 
time of the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion, Nicodemus labors with Joseph 
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of Arimathea “secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38). It is well that we 
are reminded as we confess in the Nicene Creed that “for us men and for our 
salvation” our Lord “was made man.” As imperfect and very human people, 
we are assured by the Spirit that we are loved by God, who knows us as we 
are, and that we truly are “precious in the sight of the LORD” in life and in 
death (Psalm 116:15). 
 

PRELUDE 
(Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the 
presence of Jesus.) 
 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
  

PRESERVICE SONG – A Joyful Sound 
       “Think on These Things” 
       Mark Patterson 

 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION   
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
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P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. 
 
 Father in heaven, Your ways are justice and truth; strengthen our faith 

in Christ that we find in Him alone to be the way and the truth and the 
life. Keep the eyes of our faith focused on our Redeemer, and in the 
end, take us to be with Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both  
    the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together  
    is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

OPENING SONG – “Every Time I Breathe” 
 
1 I am sure all of heaven's heard me cry 
 As I tell you all the reasons why this life is just too hard 
 But day by day, without fail I'm finding everything I need 
 In everything You are to me 
 
2, 4, 6 Every time I breathe You seem a little bit closer 
 I never wanna leave, I wanna stay in Your warm embrace 
 Oh, basking in the glory shining from Your face and 
 Every time I get another glimpse of Your heart 
 I realize it's true, that You are so marvelous God 
 And I am so in love with You 
 So in love with You 
 
3 Now how could I, after knowing one so great 
 Respond to You in any way that's less than all I have to give 
 But by Your grace, I wanna love You not with what I say but everyday 
 In the way my life is lived  
 
5 Wrapped in Your mercy I wanna live and never leave 
 I am held by how humble, yet overwhelmed by Your majesty 
 Captured by grace now I'm finding I am free 

   You are marvelous God and knowing You is everything 
(Big Daddy Weave © 2006 World Entertainment LLC, A Warner/Curb Company CCLI #288089) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                         Genesis 12:1-9 
(A great promise of God is made to Abram.) 
 
 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took 
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they 
had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 
out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he 
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD 
and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                                              Hebrews 12:2 
L [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

C  the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
 
L who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
 the shame, 
C  and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                      Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
(The faith of Abraham, who believed God, is remembered.) 
 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now 
to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
5And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the 
blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 
 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 
there is no transgression. 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the 
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand 
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VERSE                                                                                                        Luke 20:17b 
P    The stone that the builders rejected 
C   has become the cornerstone. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                John 3:1-17 

(Jesus teaches Nicodemus about being born again.) 
 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 
 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 
11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to 
what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
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 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

LAMB'S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

There are several ways to give. 
1. Offering plates are available in the narthex as you exit. 
2. Please send your offerings to  

  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
4801 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66503 

3. Give through our website: 
https://stlukesmanhattan.org 
/about-us/financial-support/ 

4. Electronic Funds Transfer  
  Sign up through the church office.   
  

https://stlukesmanhattan.org/
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:  Luke 20:16 - “ ‘He will come and destroy 
those tenants and give the vineyard to others.’ When they heard this, they 
said, ‘Surely not!’ ” The crowds were shocked at Jesus’ parable because they 
took the grace of God for granted. They never thought that God would 
actually take “the vineyard” away from them. But we only have access to 
God by faith. And we can drive faith and the Holy Spirit away. That is the 
warning of the parable. The Lord has graciously given us His Kingdom. Let us 
not take it for granted but instead respond with humble thanksgiving! 
 

OFFERTORY - “We are an Offering” Romans 12:1 

 
1, 5 We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
 We lift our lives up to You, we are an offering 
 Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands 
 Lord use our lives, they are Yours, we are an offering 
 
2, 4 All that we have, all that we are 
 All that we hope to be we give to You 
 We give to You 
 
3 We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
 We lift our lives up to You, we are an offering, we are an offering 
 
6 We are an offering 

(Dwight Liles, ©1984 Bug & Bear Music Exec. admin. by LCS Music Group Inc. CCLI #288089) 

 
 
 
 
Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For hearts to remember the gracious works of God in Christ, that we 
would proclaim His name to the world He has loved, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For faith unto eternal life, that we may receive God’s promised 
inheritance not because of His law but because of His promise to 
Abraham and to us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all fathers, who are given the calling to hand down the faith, that 

their hearts would be filled with the words of Christ; and that they 
would show forth His mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For our nation and its leaders, that God would bless all who make, 

administer and judge our laws; and that He would enable us to be good 
and responsible citizens, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the sick and the suffering, [especially _____________,] that God 

would comfort them with His divine promises and grant healing 
according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For faith to hear the word of Jesus; to trust in His death on the cross; 

and to receive His body and blood for forgiveness, life and salvation, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the comfort of Christ as we wait to join the saints in heaven and in 
the life of the world to come, that we would stand ever confident in 
Him who gives life to the dead, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom  
     and the power and the glory  
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
Sit 
 

 

The Lord's Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do 
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 
and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further 
study, see Matt. 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ 
first.  They then distribute the body and blood of Christ to those in the pews 
who are unable to come forward, and then finally to those who come 
forward.    
 

 Distribution and dismissal will be done by half tables. 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
“Breathe” 

1, 4  This is the air I breathe 
This is the air I breathe 
Your holy presence living in me 
 

2  This is my daily bread 
This is my daily bread 
Your very Word spoken to me 
 

3, 5, 6, 7 And I, I’m desperate for You 
And I, I’m lost without You  

(Rebecca St. James CCLI #288089) 
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“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 1 Corinthians 1:2-4 
 

1               When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory 
died 

                 My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride 
 

2               Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my 
God 

                 All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood 
 

3               See, from his head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow 
mingled down 

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a 
crown 

 

4               Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too 
small 

                 Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all 
(Isaac Watts, Gregorian Chant, arr. ©1997 Marantha! Music CCLI #288089) 

 
Stand 

 
THANKSGIVING  

P Let us pray. 
 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG - “Let the Walls Fall Down” Ephesians 2:14  
 
1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 Let the walls fall down, let the walls fall down 
   Let the walls fall down 
   By His love let the walls fall down 
  
3   One by one, we’re drawn together 

One by one, to Jesus’ side 
   One in Him, we’ll live forever 

Strangers He has reconciled 
 
6                     In His love, no walls between us 

In His love, a common ground 
                       Kneeling at the cross of Jesus   

All our pride comes tumbling down 
(Bill Batstone, John Barbour & Anne Barbour ©1993, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music CCLI #288089) 
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