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February 2023 

St. Luke’s Visitor 

From The Pastor’s Pen 
 
On the first and last Sunday of the Epiphany season, God the Father tells us about His Son. The 
first Sunday after the Epiphany is the “Baptism of our Lord.” On this Sunday, our Heavenly Father 
speak of Jesus and say, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
The last Sunday of the Epiphany season is the “Transfiguration of our Lord” (which will land on 
February 19, 2023). On this day, our Heavenly Father says of Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). We heed these words. Our Heavenly Father 
is pleased with Jesus.  Because we are connected to Jesus through faith, our Heavenly Father is 
also pleased with us. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

In September of 2022, the church council granted permission to form a St. Luke’s Classical 
Lutheran School Feasibility Committee, with Kara Titus as the chair.  The committee has been 
gathered together, and has met on October 31, December 4, January 6, and January 28. 
 
The purpose of this committee is to investigate the feasibility of expanding St. Luke’s existing 
education ministry to include a school. The committee’s goal is to gather information on the 
viability, cost, structure, and general vision for a classical Lutheran school and report those findings 
to the church for further deliberation. 
 
The Genesis Project is a consulting service provided by the LCMS to help guide churches that are 
looking into the feasibility of a school.  The Feasibility Committee would like to bring in a Genesis 
Project consultant to assist the committee in providing data and information from which the church 
can decide if it would like to move forward in this endeavor. 
 
On February 28, the Feasibility committee will be asking the council for permission to have a 
Special Voters’ Meeting on March 28.  At the Special Voters’ Meeting, the Committee will be asking 
permission to bring in the consultant. 
 
What costs are involved? 

 The application fee is $500.  The Kansas District President Justin Panzer has informed Kara 
Titus that the district will pay the $500 application fee. 

 The consultant will require travel and housing expenses.  Jim Jenkins reached out to the 
Synod office in St. Louis to learn the national average cost. He learned that the Synod’s 
School Ministry will pay for the entire study. 

The only costs St. Luke’s would be responsible for are meals for the consultant. 
In other words, there will be no substantial cost to the church. 
 
The committee has scheduled a Theology on Tap event for February 21

st
 with guest speakers, 

Pastor Robert Grimm and Dr. Bruce Schultz from St. John’s in Alma, and Pastor Josh Hayes from 
St. John’s in Palmer and board member of the new Luther Classical College in Wyoming. The topic 
will be “The Value of a Classical Lutheran Education”.  Please join us to learn more about Classical 
Lutheran Education. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever,  

the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 33:11 
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Pancake Feed – Sunday, February 5, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  Free will donation.  All are invited! This 
event is being brought to you by the St. Luke’s Lutheran Laymen’s League (LLL). 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ice Skating – February 11, 7:30-9:00 p.m.  Who is invited? St. Luke’s members and friends, and 
whoever you invite.  Please use this as an outreach event.  Invite family and friends.  We want to 
spend time with them.   

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Our Early Learning Center Children are singing at the 11:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, February 12. 
Please be friendly, warm and welcoming to everyone all the time, but especially to our ELC families 
on that day.  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Our American Heritage Girls (AHG) Troop is planning a White-Water Rafting Trip this summer.  In 
an effort to lower the cost, they are doing fund raisers.  Their main fund raiser is to bus tables at 
Pizza Ranch.  They receive the tips and a percentage of the evening’s receipts.  They will be at 
Pizza Ranch from 5 to 8 p.m. on February 23

rd
, March 9

th
, April 6

th
, and May 11

th
.  If you are 

looking for an evening out, I know the girls (and their families) would appreciate your support.   
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our church children will be singing at the 8:30 a.m. Service on Sunday, February 26. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ash Wednesday is February 22.  Our Worship Service will be at 7:30 p.m.  It will include the 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.  This begins the Lenten Season.  We will also have 
Lenten Midweek Worship Services on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. throughout the entire Lenten 
season. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gifts. I feel very blessed to be at St. Luke’s. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

It is an honor to serve as your pastor. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Date Saturday 6:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:00 AM 

February 

4/5 
Annalise Orona Gavin Hudson Allie Winter 

February 

11/12 
Caitlyn Fleming Colin Olesky Braeden Kraemer 

February 

18/19 
 Logan Olesky Riley Lynch 

February 

25/26 
 Tessa Thiele Tucker Lynch 
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“Sharing Jesus Christ’s love with those around us.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 & DECEMBER 2022 OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

Transfer In 
 

Tim, Kerri, & Alexis Winter 
 

Baptisms 
 

Abigail Mae Lister 
 

Transferred to the Kingdom of God 
 

Maurice “Buck” Gehrt (December 8, 2022) 
Joe Wilson (December 15, 2022) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Children’s Ministry Chair: Tiffany Manning 
BASIC Sub-chair:  
Sunday School Sub-chair: Marilyn Fick 
Children’s Care Sub-chair: Darci Paull 
Family Events Sub-chair:  Courtney Huss 
VBS Sub-chair:  

 
 Sunday School - Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. 
 BASIC - Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m. 
 February 15th - BASIC Store/Family Night 
 Emergency Shelter Donations - February is Bar Soap 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Youth Night Leader:  Natalie Winter 
Servant Events Sub-chair: Scott Stone 
Youth Events Sub-chair:  
Gathering Sub-chair: Becky McQuillian 
 

 February 1
st
 - Sr High Youth Night @ 6:00 pm at the Blue House 

 February 8
th
 - Sr High Youth Night @ 6:00 pm at the Blue House 

 February 10
th

 - Valentine’s Parents’ Night Out Fundraiser @ Church from 6-10 pm 
 February 15

th
 - Sr High Youth Night @ 6:00 pm at the Blue House 

 February 22
nd

 - Sr High Youth Night @ Church from 6-7:15 pm; Ash Wednesday Service 
following 

Lent & Wednesday Nights 
Starting February 22nd, Sr High will be meeting at CHURCH from 6-7:15. Lenten services will 
follow. We encourage all students & families to attend Wednesday night services, as we prepare for 
Easter. This semester, Sr High is preparing for Easter as we study the story of Exodus & how it 
relates to the Resurrection. 
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VALENTINE’S DAY PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Enjoy a Friday night while supporting St. Luke’s Youth. On Friday, February 
10th from 6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m., the youth will watch your children so you 
can enjoy a night out. There will be crafts, games, pizza, and a movie for the 
children. Cost is $25 per child or $60 for a family. Please use the QR code to 
register. This is a fundraiser for the youth.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ST. LUKE'S LLL PANCAKE SUPPER 
The Lutheran Laymen's League's Pancake Supper is back!! February 5th from 4:30 
- 6:30 at the church.  Join us for pancakes and sausage. Free will donations accepted. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHURCH SKATING PARTY 
SAVE THE DATE!!! Saturday, February 11th from 7:30 - 9:00  pm, at City Park. Please join 
us and bring a friend. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Theology on Tap is for anyone interested in talking theology over a beverage of 
your choice. We have LCMS theologians from different parts of the Flint Hills 
covering a different topic every month. The meetings will be on the 3rd Tuesday 
of the month starting at 7:30 PM This month the group will meet in “The 
Burrow Room” which is located in the building next door to Rocking K’s (the 
usual meeting place). The next meeting will be February 21st. The 

presenters are Pastor Robert Grimm, Dr. Bruce Schultz, and Pastor Josh Hayes. The topic is 
“The Value of a Classical Lutheran Education”. For more information, or to RSVP contact Kaitlin 
Krause at kaitlinjoy.krause@gmail.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CONNECT GROUPS 

Sunday Adult Bible Class, Pastor Schmidt 
Lutheran Layman’s League, David & Julie Hatesohl, 785-845-8124 or 785-236-0493 or 
phoebehat@gmail.com. 
Table Talk, Sundays at Noon during the school year. Meal for college students here at the church 
Women’s Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, Diane Mosier, 
sdmosier_2000@yahoo.com 
Card Making, Janet Beach and Ann Williams 
Campus Ministry Bible Study, Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM, during the school year; meets at the Blue 
House 
Men’s Bible Breakfast, 7:00 AM Tuesdays, Vista Drive In, Walt Fick, 785-776-0879 or 
fick.walter@att.net 
Mission of Love (working on quilts), 2nd Tuesday of the month,  9:00 AM, Dorothy Burtness, 785-
539-8018. 
Cancer Companions, Jamie Spikes, 785-313-1587; Judy Boye, 785-320-6355  
Theology on Tap, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM, Rockin K’s, 1880 Kimball Avenue, 
Manhattan 
TRAIL LIFE USA AND AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
St. Luke’s owns and operates KS0057 Troop, Trail Life and American Heritage Girls. These groups 
meet during the school year. For TLUSA, boys Kindergarten through 5th grade meet on the 2nd & 
4th Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM. Boys 6th grade through 12th grade meet every 
Monday of the month from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 
AHG meet the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 

    ------------------------------------------------------------------------   
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LWML 
The new LWML Kansas District Mission Statement is:  Led by the Holy Spirit, the 
LWML Kansas District will equip women to proclaim Christ, support missions, and 
serve the Lord with gladness.  
  

Our 2023 Prayer Service will be held on Saturday, February 11, at 9:30 a.m.  The theme of the 
service is:  My Soul Rejoices:  A Service of Song and Prayer.  “But let all who take refuge in you 
rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.”  Psalm 5:11  We would love to have all women of St. Luke’s join 
us for this prayer service. 
  
A short business meeting will follow the service where we will decide on what Mission Projects we 
will do this year and what missions we will support.  We will also set a Mite Goal for 2023.  In 2022, 
we exceeded our Mite Goal of $2,022.00 by over $70.00.  Thank you to all our LWML members and 
congregation members who helped us reach our goal.  
  
Missions that we supported included Shepherd’s Crossing, Orphan Grain Train, Cancer 
Companions, Lead A Child, and Be Able.  We also purchased Portals of Prayer devotion books to 
be given to nursing homes and the hospital. The Mission of Love Quilt Group also sewed 82 quilts to 
be given to those in need. 
  
Please join us this year as we Serve the Lord with Gladness. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1:  Lola Hanson, Harper Lohse 

February 2:  Derek Feld, Linda Graham 

February 3:  Crystal Danker 

February 4:  William Wehmueller 

February 7:  Maxine Ganske 

February 9:  Dean Genschorck 

February 12:  Autum Mathies 

February 13:  Kathy Dieball, Pat Hanson 

February 14:  Gail Schwanke, Makayla Tegtmeier 

February 16:  Arlyn Stiebe, Derek Schmidt, Carroll 

Hackbart 

February 17:  Lynn Thomas, Adam Fick 

February 18:  Grace Burris 

February 20:  Eric Cheng, Austin Eubanks, Hannah 

Feeley 

February 21:  Tessa Thiele 

February 24:  Luke Wells 

February 27:  Chloe Robison, Jon Brott 

February 28:  Jodie Barta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15:  David & Janey Beach 

February 18:  John & Brenda Miesner 
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MISSION OF LOVE 
Mission of Love is Celebrates a new record of completing 80 Quilts in 2022 in honor of LWML’s 
80th Anniversary.  The group looks forward to starting new projects in 2023. We meet the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at the church. Please think about joining us! Training provided! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
FLINT HILLS LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
February brings ideas of a perfect Valentine’s Day with just the right dinner, candy or 
flowers. 
 
However, did you know February 1

st
 is National Dark Chocolate Day? (My kind of day!!) 

 

The first Friday in February is National Wear Red Day for Women to remind us women also have 
heart disease. 
 

The first Saturday of February is Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day. 
 

February 20
th
 is President’s Day, National Love Your Pet Day and National Cherry Pie Day. 

 
Aren’t we glad there is not just one particular day that God loves us? 
 

God loves you and me so much that He sent His Son to take on our sins. God gives our lives value 
because He created us. He values each and every life…not just some, not just the brightest and the 
best or the tallest or the most handsome. 
 

John 13:34 says, “… that you love one another, just as I loved you, you also are to love one another. 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

We show God’s love by valuing each person, from the tiniest in the womb to the oldest and 
everyone in between. After all, God loves and values them. 
 

On January 24
th
, a large crowd gathered at the state capitol in Topeka to show they value life. There 

were quite a few Lutherans! The speakers shared their passion for life and reminded us that we still 
have work to do. We do that by showing God’s love to others by our actions and by sharing God’s 
love for them.  
 

Judy Boye Flint Hills Lutherans For Life 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LCMS STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FEBRUARY 2023  

 

Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 
 
We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church of our time, talents and treasure. This 
alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about our whole lives. As we 
confess in the Small Catechism’s explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed, God gives 
us everything we have and enjoy. First we confess that God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, 
ears, and all our members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we confess that He gives 
us material things. The time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we are 
to give something of all three of these things toward the mission of the church in thanksgiving for 
what God has provided. For everything we have, and indeed, everything we are, comes from God’s 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy.  
 
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little 
word — when we replace the word and with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when 
we read it, we read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls that everything that we 
have and are is a gift from God, to be given back in service of His church, turns into a trinity that we 
can pick and choose from when we serve God. The giving of our time, talents and treasure turns 
into the giving of our time, talents or treasure.  
 
Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasure? Or perhaps it 
is the other way round: Can we give of our treasure and not of our time and talents? But these are 
the wrong questions. The right question is, can we give of our time and talents in addition to our 
treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all three. The things that God gives us are not to be 
pitted against one another. Rather, they are given to us, and we are to press them all into God’s 
service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.  
 
Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits proportion of our 
income. We give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our 
talents in the same manner. Since God gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of 
all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to our neighbors.  
 
For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He 
gives us each time, talents AND treasure as a means to bless those around us. We serve our 
neighbors with these things, blessing them with the blessings with which God has blessed us. We 
give of our time, talents and treasure to our families, our society, our church and our local 
congregations. And we do this because we know that we are not our own. Rather, we belong to 
God. We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood and innocent suffering and death 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything — His time, His talents and His treasure — to have us 
as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then 
press them all into service for the sake of His love — time, talents and treasure together.  
 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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American Heritage Girls & Trail Life USA Troops 
 

February 2023 
 

January is a fun month for both Troops because everyone is excited to get back together after the 
Christmas break and there are a number of activities planned in the early months of the year. 
Sometimes the weather makes it interesting, but these kids are tough. 
 
The younger boys had a campout and while it was cold, it was also dry. The snow from earlier in the 
week had come and gone, so fresh mud gave us the opportunity to track some wildlife. Outdoors is 
where these boys thrive, so hiking, slingshots, being around horses and donkeys, and eating or 
sharing devotions around the fire were all popular events.  
 
On February 18

th
, the boys will have their annual car races. Last year, we raced CO2-powered cars, 

but this year, we’re racing the traditional pine wood derby car. We’re excited to have our race at the 
Midwest Dream Car Collection on Anderson. We appreciate their support! 
 
This month, the American Heritage Girls had a lock-in at the church and had fun eating snacks, 
planning the daddy-daughter dance, cooking food, watching a movie, and watching a play that the 
Pioneers and Patriots (7

th
 – 12

th
 graders) put on about the writing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  

One of the Patriots also gave a presentation on her trip to 4-H Exchange trip to Norway last 
summer. Everyone slept, at least a little. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

You may recall that last summer, some of our older boys made a weeklong journey to Colorado 
where they rafted, climbed, and hiked with a Christian outfitter. This summer our older girls, 
Pioneers and Patriots will make the same trip. 
 
To support themselves, the girls have helped customers and cleaned tables at Pizza Ranch, on 
McCall Road. After two visits, the tips they’ve collected, plus donations from Pizza Ranch, have 
helped the girls reach about 15% of their fundraising goal. The girls would love to have your support! 
Have supper with us on February 23

rd
, March 9

th
, April 6

th
, and May 11

th
, from 5-8pm. 
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ST. LUKE’S CLASSICAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL FEASIBILITY COMMITTEE. 
 

Why Should We Offer a Classical Lutheran Education: 
A Series of Articles from the Feasibility Committee 

 
My family moved to beautiful, sunny Southern California in 1952 when I was five. My father had 
thoroughly researched the school systems there and concluded they were among the best in the 
country. As an engineer he was influenced by the prominent post-war theme: everything is open 
to scientific examination and this will move us toward a blissful future. In California even the 
schools were based on the latest research, which shaped everything from methods to curriculum, 
pre-school and advanced degrees. This shaped me and my thinking. 
 
Science, having so many shiny new facets, remained unexamined for many years. Drawing on the 
book Serpents in the Classroom: The Poisoning of Modern Education & How the Church Can Cure 
It, this essay kicks off a series that will examine the research and researchers who created the 
foundation of what is today called Progressive Education. You may recognize it. 
 
For 2000 years the designer and deliverer of education had been the church, which has pro-
duced some of the most influential thinkers of all time. A primary focus of church teaching was truth, 
goodness and beauty. Progressive education rejects this focus in favor of the findings of the 
social sciences, for example, psychology and sociology. I’m sure you’ve heard something like, 
“You have your truth and I have mine.” Not what we Lutherans would call Biblical! 
 
As we look at the most prominent influencers, we will consider their theologies. Scientists are ada-
mant that theology has nothing to do with their work. Theology is about God and God has no 
place in science! But it’s the contention of many that everyone has a theology -- even atheists and 
agnostics – because even atheists must formulate their thinking about the Deity. And that theology 
has an effect on the research questions and suppositions of a scientist. 
 
Following essays will talk about several categories of the developers of progressive education: 
 

 Secular Humanists 

 Marxists 

 Gnostics 
 

You may recognize names such as John Dewey and Maria Montessori. These are among the 
people I learned about in my journey to becoming a teacher and then an educator of teachers. 
When I recently learned about the theology that underpinned progressive education, I was shocked 
and angry. I felt as though I had been deceived. However, I have come to believe that those who 
taught me were, for the most part, as innocent as I. 
 
Our committee  will then talk about the problems and effects of progressive education and, finally, 
what we as people of God can do to bring about change. Foremost in my mind has been the millions 
of children who are learning to reject truth, beauty and goodness as we have known it for 2000 
years – as Jesus taught us over 2000 years ago.  
 
Kathy Wright 
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