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January 2023 

St. Luke’s Visitor 

From The Pastor’s Pen 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
– Matthew 2:2 

 
Although it may feel like Christmas celebration should be over on December 25, it’s actually just 
beginning. Here is a quick overview of the first three seasons of the liturgical calendar.  

 The season of Advent goes from the 4
th
 Sunday before Christmas to December 24. 

During this season, we get ready to properly meet Jesus. 
 The season of Christmas goes from December 25 to January 5.  It lasts 12 days. During 

this season, we celebration the Incarnation of our Lord. 
 The season of Epiphany goes from January 6 through the day before Ash Wednesday. 

During this season, we celebrate the fact that God reveals himself to us in Jesus. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
On January 6 – the day of Epiphany – we remember the Magi visiting Jesus. 

 We don’t know how many Magi there were, but we know they brought 3 gifts. 
 These men saw a star in the sky, and it inspired them to come and worship Jesus.   

 
In our Adult Bible Study class on December 18, we watched The Star of Bethlehem. We learned 
that 

 In September (the time of the Jewish New Year) of 3 BC, Middle Eastern viewers would 
have seen Jupiter, (i.e., the King planet), coming into close conjunction with the star 
Regulus, (i.e., the Star of Kings).  Over the next several months, this conjunction would 
have occurred three times. 

 Also in September of 3 BC, the constellation Virgo (a Virgin) rises in the east behind the 
constellation Leo (a Lion).  The symbol of Judah’s tribe is the lion (Genesis 49:9-10).  

 In June of 2 BC, Jupiter (the Planet of Kings) travels to have another conjunction, this 
time with Venus (the Mother Planet). This conjunction would be the brightest star in the 
sky. 

 In December of 2 BC, if the Magi looked south in the wee hours of the morning, Jupiter 
(the Planet of Kings) would be over Bethlehem. 

 On December 25 of 2 BC, Jupiter reached full stop in its retrograde motion. 
 
(This information can also be found at https://bethlehemstar.com). 
 
We don’t know a lot about the Magi, but some believe that they were not only astronomers, but also 
familiar with the Old Testament (OT) Scriptures. How is that possible? When Babylon destroyed 
Jerusalem, the Jews were exiled to Babylon. People like Daniel may have carried the Scriptures 
with them into exile.  Those Scriptures could then have been studied in various schools (or 
universities). It is very plausible that the Magi were from Babylon and familiar with the OT 
Scriptures.  Then, when they saw the heavens telling the story of the birth of the King of the Jews, 
they were inspired to travel hundreds of miles on land to worship the newborn King. 
 
 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever,  

the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 33:11 

https://bethlehemstar.com
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We will watch the last portion of the video at our Adult Bible Study (at 9:45 a.m.) on Sunday, 
January 8.  We will be learning about the date of Jesus’ crucifixion. Please join us. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please take note of the New Year’s Eve and Day schedule: 
Saturday, December 31, 2022 

6:00 p.m. – Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 

10:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Our Substitute Pastor for the weekend will be Rev. Larry Boye. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Adult Bible Study that I lead meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. On January 8, we will 
finish watching The Star of Bethlehem. For the remaining Sundays in January, we will resume our 
study of Genesis. Please join us as we discover Christ in the Old Testament. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Theology on Tap is the third Tuesday of the Month.  We meet at 7:30 p.m. at Rockin 
K’s (1880 Kimball Ave., Unit 100, MHK).   

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

With the church council’s approval, Kara Titus is chairing our St. Luke’s Classical Lutheran 
School Feasibility Committee.  As the title indicates, this committee is examining the feasibility of 
St. Luke’s starting a Classical Lutheran school.  The committee is reading Serpents in the 
Classroom: The Poisoning of Modern Education & How the Church Can Cure It by Dr. Thomas 
Korcok.  
 
 If we want a quick overview of Classical Lutheran schools, I encourage you to go to the 
Consortium for Classical Lutheran Education website www.ccle.org.  A more detailed definition 
can be found on http://www.ccle.org/classical-lutheran-education-defined/. 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Communications Committee is launching an Emergency Alert System for St. 
Luke’s.  This alert system will be used to announce changes or cancellations to 
services and events due to weather or other urgent issues. A sign-up sheet will be 
going around the sanctuary – please fill it out if you would like to receive notifications 
via phone call, text or email.  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Life’s Biggest Questions and God’s Comforting Answers 
The next class will be held on Sundays, January 15-March 19, 2023, 
2:00-3:30 p.m., at the church. 
 

 What happens after I die?  
 Does it matter if I believe in Jesus?  
 What does the Bible say about _____?  
 Who am I, and what is my purpose in life? 

 
 
 

http://www.ccle.org
http://www.ccle.org/classical-lutheran-education-defined/
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We all have big questions like these in life, and St. Luke’s Life’s Biggest Questions class is an 
opportunity to ask them and learn the truth from God’s Word. All people are welcome to come learn, 
ask questions, and grow in the Christian faith. This is also an opportunity to join St. Luke’s for those 
interested in being part of our church family. Please let Pastor know that you will be attending or 
contact the church office – (785) 539-2604. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Invite. Bring. Sit next to. Process afterwards. – This is how we grow. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
It is an honor to serve as your pastor. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Children’s Ministry Chair: Tiffany Manning 
BASIC Sub-chair:  
Sunday School Sub-chair: Marilyn Fick 
Children’s Care Sub-chair: Darci Paull 
Family Events Sub-chair:  Courtney Huss 
VBS Sub-chair:  
 

 January 1 - No Sunday School 
 Emergency Shelter Donations - January is Laundry Soap 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FLINT HILLS LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
First, thank you to all who helped with our LCMS Life Grant which was to provide Life 
Choice Ministries clients with a positive pregnancy test, a bag of items that says, “you 
and your baby matter and are loved”.  If you donated money, wrote notes or helped put 
together the gift bags – Thank You!! 
Fifth Annual Kansas District Life Conference:   Monday, January 23, 2023 at St. 
John’s in Topeka. The conference will begin at 3:30 p.m. The keynote presenter is, 

Rev. Michael Salemink, executive director of Lutherans For Life. There is no registration fee, 
however registration closes January 18, 2023. If you want a boxed lunch there is a $10 fee. 
January 24

th
:  March and Rally For Life in downtown Topeka. For more information:  

https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/life-ministry/2023-life-conference/ 

Date Saturday 6:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:00 AM 

December 31 

January 1 

December 31 @ 6:00 PM - Colin Olesky 

January 1 @ 10:00 AM - Tucker Lynch 

January 

7/8 
Annalise Orona Logan Olesky Sarah Oelke 

January 

14/15 
Caitlyn Fleming Tessa Thiele Hannah Schmidt 

January 

21/22 
Annalise Orona Noah Wilson Payton Sturdy 

January 

28/29 
 Gavin Hudson Allie Winter 

https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/life-ministry/2023-life-conference/
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THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Theology on Tap is for anyone interested in talking theology over a beverage of 
your choice. We have LCMS theologians from different parts of the Flint Hills 
covering a different topic every month. The meetings will be on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month starting at 7:30 PM @ Rockin K’s, 1880 Kimball Ave, Manhattan. 
The next meeting will be January 17th. The presenter is Pastor Boxman. The 
topic is “Unless You Become Like a Little Child, A Biblical Look at Infant 

Baptism”. For more information, or to RSVP contact Kaitlin Krause at kaitlinjoy.krause@gmail.com 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
CONNECT GROUPS 

Sunday Adult Bible Class, Pastor Schmidt 
Lutheran Layman’s League, David & Julie Hatesohl, 785-845-8124 or 785-236-0493 or 
phoebehat@gmail.com. 
Table Talk, Sundays at Noon during the school year. Meal for college students here at the church 
Women’s Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, Diane Mosier, 
sdmosier_2000@yahoo.com 
Card Making, Janet Beach and Ann Williams 
Campus Ministry Bible Study, Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM, during the school year; meets at the Blue 
House 
Men’s Bible Breakfast, 7:00 AM Tuesdays, Vista Drive In, Walt Fick, 785-776-0879 or 
fick.walter@att.net 
Mission of Love (working on quilts), 2nd Tuesday of the month,  9:00 AM, Dorothy Burtness, 785-
539-8018. 
Cancer Companions, Jamie Spikes, 785-313-1587; Judy Boye, 785-320-6355  
Theology on Tap, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM, Rockin K’s, 1880 Kimball Avenue, 
Manhattan 
TRAIL LIFE USA AND AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
St. Luke’s owns and operates KS0057 Troop, Trail Life and American Heritage Girls. These groups 
meet during the school year. For TLUSA, boys Kindergarten through 5th grade meet on the 2nd & 
4th Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM. Boys 6th grade through 12th grade meet every 
Monday of the month from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 
AHG meet the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 

    ------------------------------------------------------------------------   
 
MUSIC NOTES 

Our Children's Choir rehearses during Sunday School and BASIC Training on 
Wednesdays. Here are important music dates for the coming year- 

 
Sun. Feb. 26- Children’s choir sing at early service, meet in ELC classroom at 
8:15am 

Sun. Apr. 23- Children’s choir sing at late service, meet in ELC classroom at 10:45am 
Wed. May 3- Spring Concert at 6:30pm, you do not need to arrive early 
  
It's never too late to join us in praising our Lord with song! All abilities are welcome. Thursdays at 
6pm handbell rehearsal and 7pm vocal choir rehearsal. Wednesdays at 5:30pm Praise and Worship 
Team rehearsal. 
  
We would like to bring back our praise band for the contemporary service at least one Sunday a 
month. If you or someone you know plays the drums please let Director of Music Gretchen know! 
785-410-1691 or music@stlukesmanhattan.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 

mailto:music@stlukesmanhattan.org
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January 3:  Scott Olesky 

January 4:  Klaus Hagenmaier 

January 5:  Ed Klimek 

January 8:  Ron Frey 

January 11:  Harlon Burnett 

January 12:  Marlene Kunze-Dolan, Lilly Wyatt 

January 13:  Jeb Woodford, Peter Lyons, Rylan 

Hudson, Anna Walsh 

January 14:  Dixie Bergmeier, Connie Kasten 

January 17:  Sylvia Carter 

January 19:  Kris Burnett, David Garcia, Vince 

Redding 

January 20:  Kay Mathies 

January 21:  Liz Beikmann, Tonja Wright 

January 22: Madison Simonds 

January 23:  Shanna Dieball 

January 24:  Joshua Lohse 

January 26:  Wanda House, Donna Feld 

January 27:  Ian Hartsook, Jean Olson 

January 28:  Rachel Beach, Brooklyn Lohse 

January 29:  Theodore Hartsook 

January 31:  Scott Winter 

 

 

 

 

 

January 10:  Bruce & Pat Oberhelman 

January 20:  Jeff & LeAnn Sturdy 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

LCMS STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE JANUARY 2023  
 

Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 
 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving 
and sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and anticipation, and 
perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  
 
The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like 
to be, what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our 
accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  
 
New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play 
Scrooge. We are visited by the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 
 
St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good 
work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures 
forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all 
your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 
 
St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for its 
work in the world. He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, 
and through this, will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice 
to help you take stock of your giving in years past and change what needs to be adjusted, improved, 
or done away with altogether. 
 
First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not 
been faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and 
feast on the rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then 
repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. God doesn’t want your money. He wants you 
— all of you (Matt. 22:20–22).  
 
Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of 
all creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for 
strength and wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 
 
Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It 
inhales the mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the 
preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You 
are a member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, but 
a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the generous giving of 
your income to support the work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament 
(Lev. 27:1–34). 
 
Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the 
work of the church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God 
get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and 
generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom 
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TRAVELING BULLETIN 
 
 

Risen Christ Lutheran Church, Myrtle Beach, SC 
Unidentified 

 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Canyon Lake, TX 

Dan & Pearl Caponera 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Broken Arrow, OK 
Kaitlin Krause 

 
 

 (When you worship at another church, please bring the worship folder and bulletin to 
the church office with your name on. We will post your name and where you’ve 
worshipped, hopefully stimulating conversation of where you’ve visited. And, our staff 
will get the chance to see what other churches are doing. Thanks!) 

to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise to provide 
and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God 
gave you His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His 
Word, and heed it.  
 
So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your 
income, which is God’s gift to you for this body and life. 
 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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American Heritage Girls & Trail Life USA Troops 
 

January 2023 
 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” 
 
From all of your American Heritage Girls and Trailmen, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We 
hope you had a wonderful season, safe travels, and a restful transition to a new year. 
 
An update on the girls, from one of our Pioneers … 
 
On November 28, we completed a service project for Bethlehem Revisited which included making 
soups, cookies, and other fun desserts such as chocolate-dipped pretzels, peanut clusters, and 
energy balls for the cast and crew of more than 100 people.  Over 2,000 people heard the 
Christmas story, from prophecy through Christ’s resurrection, in the three-night production. [This is 
the second year the Troop has supported this event. Watching it unfold in the kitchen is a treat!] 
 
On December 5, Stan, a member of St. Luke’s, led a self-defense class for the Pioneers and 
Patriots (7

th
-12

th
 grades) as they work on their Emergency Preparedness badge.  The girls enjoyed 

learning new skills and practicing their techniques as they learned how to better defend themselves. 
No one got hurt! 
 
Finally, we finished the year with our Winter Court of Awards ceremony and Christmas party. Many 
of the Tenderhearts and Explorers earned the Our Heritage badge, 3we had a cookie exchange and 
made cards for some nursing home residents. 

 ------------------ 
 

The boys have also been busy and finished this half of the program year with a Christmas party art 
the ice-skating rink in Manhattan. They are excited about their next camping opportunity, in mid-
January, so we – the adults – really hope we do not have another arctic blast. Snow maybe, but wet 
and cold … no thanks! 
 
Finally, a special thanks to all of you who supported the kids by purchasing tea or coffee from the 
girls or enjoying supper with the boys during the Spaghetti Supper and at Pizza Ranch. Fundraising 
is not one of the things we enjoy most, but it is one of those things we do to keep the troop going. 
We are proud of the effort the girls and boys put into these efforts and know it helps them appreciate 
what fundraising makes possible. 
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ST. LUKE’S CLASSICAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL FEASIBILITY COMMITTEE. 
 

The Gift of Words  
 

Do words matter? This question is as old as time. For centuries integrity was measured by the trust-
worthiness of someone’s word. I’m not convinced this is still true today. Beyond integrity, words as-
sign value.  Any marketing professional can tell you that the use of words is what makes $2 worth 
of thin, petroleum-based plastic turn into a $150 “vegan leather” purse. Words also hold meaning. 
How many “Carpe Diem” tattoos have you seen etched on skin as permanent tributes that only the 
tattoo-bearer truly knows? Finally, words help us create order. The first job God gave to Adam 
was to assign words to creation so that he may order them by their kinds.  
 
So back to our question - Do words matter? John writes in his opening chapter, “In the Beginning 
was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word is God…And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us and we have seen His glory.” It is hard to hear and read these words and 
say that words do not matter. Recently, in a Bible study, a pastor asked the question, “what do we 
do with words?” The answer was so simple it seemed silly - we communicate. Their purpose is to 
share our thoughts and feelings with one another. When Christ is called the Word, He is himself a 
message from the Father (in a human form) relaying how the Father thinks and feels about us. 
 
Author Dr. Thomas Korcok puts it beautifully, “One of the greatest gifts of the Christian faith is that 
the unknowable can be known and precisely explained by using human words. God in his infinite 
wisdom, could have revealed himself to man in any number of ways, but he chose to use human 
words… This endows words with a certain sacred quality and demands we use them in God-
pleasing ways…. When they are used properly, then they allow both hearer and speaker to know 
and understand God and the world which he created.”  
 
Our Lutheran faith is sacramental – that is God works to deliver faith and forgiveness through every-
day, earthly, physical means. We believe that faith comes as a gift from God through the water 
and promise in Baptism. We believe that Christ is present in, with, and under the bread and 
wine, strengthening and providing us with faith, and as Paul writes in Romans 10:17, we believe 
that faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ. Yes, simply hearing - the vibrations of the good 
news leaving the lips of the proclaimer and hitting the eardrum of the receiver gives us faith. Words 
are truly sacred - just as water and wine and bread.  
 
As a parent, I can think of nothing more important than training my children in the Word … and 
words. In fact, Lifeway Research has found that time in the Word as a child has a direct correla-
tion with whether or not a child will maintain faith as an adult. Classical Lutheran education 
focuses on language (words) in pursuit of the Word. It teaches children through the Trivium - 
Grammar (the ordering of words), Logic, (the application of words), and Rhetoric (the beauty and 
impact of words). Classical education has been used for centuries with students like Martin Luther, 
Thomas Jefferson, and C.S. Lewis. It has been the educational model of choice for universities like 
Harvard, Yale, and Oxford.  
 
In coming months, the St. Luke's Classical Lutheran School Feasibility Committee would like to 
share more benefits of a Classical Lutheran Education with the congregation, and why we believe 
the opportunity to expand our existing education ministry should be seriously considered. In the 
meantime, feel free to reach out with questions, concerns, or comments. We want to hear from all of 
you as we begin to research this opportunity.  
 
Kara Titus, karajane92@gmail.com, 785-727-8446 


