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WELCOME 

We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The long wait is over—the Savior is born! For many people, the days, weeks, 
and even months have been filled with anticipation for Christmas. For 
children, it may be an anticipation of gifts; for others, it may be long-awaited 
family time enjoyed and all the season brings. For all, we pray the Good 
News of a Savior born this day in the city of David is the overarching reason 
to celebrate. Others in history had to wait a much longer time for their 
Christmas joy. Approximately seven centuries before “the Word became 
flesh” (John 1:14), Isaiah would be inspired by the Spirit to proclaim to the 
people, “The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” (Isaiah 
52:10). Though the people of Isaiah’s day would not experience Christmas as 
we do, they would hold on by faith to the anticipated promise of salvation 
through our Savior who was to come. For us, we give thanks that salvation 
has come. In the Son of God wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger, and with the mission for humanity set before Him, “The LORD has 
bared His holy arm” (Isaiah 52:10). May this promise fulfilled increase our 
Christmas joy as God still comes to us today in His Means of Grace, that we 
not only see but often celebrate the salvation of our God. 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 
 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
Please use this time to prepare your hearts for coming into the presence of 
Jesus. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

OPENING CAROL 
379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
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Stand 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION                                                                                    LSB 184 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION                                                                                       LSB 184        
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 
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ABSOLUTION                                                                                       LSB 185 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 
 
We light the advent wreath as we sing the following hymn: 

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE 
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INTROIT                                                     Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
| Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
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CAROL 
386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE                                               sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P  Let us pray. 
 

O God, You make us glad with the celebration of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

C Help us and all people to the ends of the earth to see the salvation 
You have delivered to the world through this holy child. 

 
P Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
 

WORD
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                     Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38 
(The Glory of the Lord.) 
 

 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the 
tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, 
and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he 
spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, 
as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into 
the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the 
ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the 
screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. . . . 
 

 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting 
because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken 
up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the 
cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was 
taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their 
journeys. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                             Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
P  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C   and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
 
P    And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
P    Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C     for he has done marvelous things! 
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EPISTLE                                                                                      Titus 3:4-7 
(“He saved us. . . according to His own mercy.”) 
 
 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so 
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 
 
P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

ALLELUIA                                                              Tune: Sussex Carol (LSB377)                                                                                              

 

 

 

 
Text by: Michael Schmidt 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                         John 1:1–14 
(The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.) 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
 
 
Sit 
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CAROL 
383 A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
 minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERING   
Luke 2:12 – “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as St. Paul said, He who was 
rich for our sakes became poor, for behold the King who must be laid in a 
manger, no crib for His bed! There in the manger is the very picture of self-
giving generosity. 
 

 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Offering plates are available in the narthex as you exit. 
2. Please send your offerings to  

  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

4801 Anderson Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66503 

3. Give through our website: 
https://stlukesmanhattan.org 
/about-us/financial-support/ 

4. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 

https://stlukesmanhattan.org/
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
         the Father Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth 
                and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
         and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 

         whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord and giver of life, 
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 
      who spoke by the prophets. 
      And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
      I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
      and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
      and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

In thanksgiving for the eternal Word made flesh and His dwelling 
among us, full of grace and truth; that His praise would be extended 
into all the world; and that many with us would come to hope in His 
steadfast love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those who publish peace and bring good news of happiness in 

Christ, that they would be kept faithful to declare His reign; and for all 
missionaries at home and abroad, that all the ends of the earth may see 
His salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For families who gather in this holy season, that they may have 

patience and be slow to judge and quick to forgive, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the lonely, that they may be comforted with Christ’s presence and 

we may extend to them the welcome of our homes and the friendship 
of His grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For those in poverty or want, that they may be helped; that God would 

increase our generosity; and that we would present our bodies as living 
sacrifices, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For our nation, that it would walk humbly before the true God; and for 

our soldiers who stand watch this day, that they would be kept safe and 
their families would be upheld while they are apart, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the sick, lonely, grieving and poor in spirit, [especially 
_____________,] that they may find comfort and healing in Jesus 
Christ, the light no darkness can overcome, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood 

of Jesus worthily with faith in His bodily presence; and that they would 
depart having received grace upon grace from His fullness, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
 P We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us 

and now rest in Your presence. Keep us faithful with them until that day 
when You make all things new; for You live and reign with Christ and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 SACRAMENT  
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PREFACE                                                                                               LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
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PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
for the countless blessings You have bestowed upon us and all creation. 
Joining with the angelic host, whose word removes all fear, we rejoice 
in the salvation You have brought into our world. Your holy Child, who 
came to us that first Christmas, comes to us again this day in His body 
and blood. Therefore fearing, loving, and trusting in You, along with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

SING HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                       (Tune: LSB 386) 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 
110002155 
Tune: Public domain 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                  LSB 196 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C   Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, 

       Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                                              LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI                                                                                        LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

O CHRIST, THE LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 
110002155 

 
Sit 
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The Lord's Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of 
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 
to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or 
who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, 
are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see 
Matt. 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ 
first.  They then distribute the body and blood of Christ to those in the pews 
who are unable to come forward, and then finally to those who come 
forward.    
 

 Distribution and dismissal will be done by half tables. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
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366 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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 “What Feast of Love”                                 Tune:  GREENSLEEVES (LSB 370) 
What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven?  
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven.  
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 
 
What feast of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven?  
What hope of everlasting life, what wondrous word is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heaven.  
Oh, see and hear and sing!  The Word of God is given! 
 
What wine of love is offered here, what holy drink from heaven?  
What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given?  
This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven.  
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given. 
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387 JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Stand 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  Tune: Angels from the Realm of Glory (LSB 367) 

Thank the Lord, His praises voicing For His promised faithfulness!  
All who seek the Lord, rejoicing Tell His love, His name confess  
For He leads us, with thanksgiving in the paths of righteousness. 
 
At Your Word, Lord, let Your servant Go in peace, for with my eyes  
I have seen Your bright salvation, Israel's Light, begin to rise  
As the Glory of the nations, Leading us to Paradise. 
 

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING                                             LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 

 
P Let us pray. 
 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another. Set us free from all our fears that we 
rejoice in the salvation You have freely given us; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
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SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS                                                 LSB 202 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                      LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Please continue to greet the people around you as you exit the Sanctuary. 
  
 

  
 


