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WELCOME 
We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us.  Please remember to 
turn your cell phone to silence.  Restrooms are on the west side of the 
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through 
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On 
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need 
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving.  
We hope you will join us again so that you may experience Jesus. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
One of the pleasures of walking through medieval towns and cities in Europe 
is seeing the signs that hang above the doorways of various stores and 
craftwork locations. Without a word of written language, you can tell where 
the town’s cobbler, blacksmith, baker, and glove maker have set up their 
shops. The signs indicate that the masters are at work in their various 
locations. For Christians, Advent is a time for looking to the signs of the 
presence of God as found in Word and Sacrament. There are signs around us 
right now! The cross over the altar or in front of church wordlessly attests to 
the fulfilling of the work by the Master of all creation through the coming of 
Jesus as the babe of Bethlehem, who would be our crucified and resurrected 
Lord. The candles on the Advent wreath burn brightly today! The signs of the 
season are all around us. 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 
As Advent hope-filled people, We resolutely pray, 
“Amen, O longed-for Savior! Come, Lord, with us to stay!” 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

WE LIGHT THE FOURTH CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

PRELUDE 
(Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the 
presence of Jesus.) 
 

mailto:office@stlukesmanhattan.org
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A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
 

WELCOME 
 
 

PRESERVICE SONG – Special Music – A Joyful Sound 
 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                     Isaiah 45:8a; Psalm 19:1, 4-6; 112:1b, 7b 
P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 
C let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let 

the earth cause them both to sprout. 
 
P The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His 

handiwork. 
C Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to 

the end of the world. 
 
P In them He has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom 

leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
C Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of 

them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 
P Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His 

commandments! 
C His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. Praise the LORD! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION      
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly 

Father. 
C Eternal God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that sin is 

ever-present in our lives. O God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin. 
Redirect and renew us, that we may joyfully follow Your will and gladly 
obey Your commandments. Graciously forgive our sins and, by the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, guide us in ways of compassion and love. 

 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go 
in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 
P  Let us pray. 
 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with Your abiding 

presence. By the power of Your Spirit, direct our lives to expressions of 
repentant joy. Bless our devotion and our prayers, and lead us in ways of 
faithfulness as we await Your final coming in glory; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
         the Father Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth 
                and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
         and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 

         whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord and giver of life, 
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
      who spoke by the prophets. 
      And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
      I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
      and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
      and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 

OPENING SONG – “Mary Did You Know” 
 
1 Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
 Would one day walk on water? 
 Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
 Would save our sons and daughters? 
 Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 
 This child that you delivered will soon deliver you 
 
2 Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
 Will give sight to a blind man? 
 Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
 Will calm a storm with His hand? 
 Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
 When you kiss your little baby you kiss the face of God 
 Mary did you know? 
 
3 The blind will see, the deaf will hear 
 The dead will live again 
 The lame will leap, the dumb will speak 
 The praises of the Lamb 
 
4 Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Is Lord of all creation? 
 Mary did you know that your baby boy 
 Will one day rule the nations? 
 Did you know that your baby boy was heaven’s perfect Lamb? 
 The sleeping child you’re holding is the Great I Am 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                     Isaiah 7:10-17 
(The birth of Immanuel is prophesied.) 
 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings 
you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the 
day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                              Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of  Zion. 
C   Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
  
P Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C righteous and having salvation. 
 
P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                          Romans 1:1-7 
(Paul greets the saints in Rome with words of blessing.) 
 
 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Stand 
 
 
 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                               
P Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
C and they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                        Matthew 1:18-25 
(The telling of the birth of Jesus.) 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 

LAMB'S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

VOTUM 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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POST SERMON SONG - “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 

1  It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old 
  From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men from heav’n’s all gracious 
King!” 

  The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing 
 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings 

unfurled 
  And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world 
  Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing 
  And ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing 
 
3  For lo, the days have come to pass by prophets seen of old 
  When down into the circling years came Christ as was foretold 
  His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring 
  And all who take this gift will hear the song of angels sing 

(Text: Edmund H. Sears, Music: Richard S. Willis, public domain #288089) 

 
 
 

OFFERING 
There are several ways to give. 

1. Offering plates are available in the narthex as you exit. 
2. Please send your offerings to  

  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
4801 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66503 

3. Give through our website: 
https://stlukesmanhattan.org 
/about-us/financial-support/ 

4. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.   
 
 

https://stlukesmanhattan.org/
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE: Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” What 
our good works could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, 
paid our debt, set us free. How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of 
generosity and godliness? What God’s Law could not do — truly motivate us to 
truly good works — Jesus’ love has done! 
 
Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born Son of God in the signs 

where He is promised to be found: His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the apostolic Gospel and its ministers, that the name and 

resurrection of Jesus would be proclaimed among all the nations, 
including among us, to bring about the obedience of faith in every place, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all couples engaged to be married, that they may come to their 

wedding day chastely and without fear, shame or disgrace; that they 
may know that Immanuel is the one who saves His people from their 
sins; and that God would clothe all brides and grooms in the forgiveness 
of Christ, by which all can stand before Him cleansed and confident of 
His blessing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord would bear patiently with this 
land despite its tiresome flattery and unbelief; that God would clear 
away all empty shows of piety; and that He would renew genuine faith in 
the virgin’s Son, that His return may not be a sign against us, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For penitent hearts, that God would preserve us from temptation and 

abuse of His name by seeking our own way, and instead move us to 
confess our sins and rejoice in Jesus, our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the sick and those in any need, [especially _____________,] let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all the faithful, that they may celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing 

the Word, singing His praises, and receiving His body and blood ,let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who is truly Lord and ruler of the house of Israel. With the Holy 
Spirit, You spoke to Moses out of the burning bush and gave the law in 
terror to test Your ancient people, that the fear of You would be before 
them. As Moses stretched out his arm at Your Word to bring Israel out of 
bondage, and as he stood in the breach against Your wrath, so You have 
given Christ to redeem us with His arms outstretched on the wood of the 
cross. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, 
we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory 
at the Last Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT  
PREFACE                                                                                                         
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
 
 
 
Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first.  
They then distribute the body and blood of Christ to those in the pews who are 
unable to come forward, and then finally to those who come forward.    
 

 Distribution and dismissal will be done by half tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord's Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  
  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do 
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further 
study, see Matt. 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
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DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 “Silent Night, Holy Night”       

 

1 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace 
 
2 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight 
 Glories stream from heaven afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia 
 Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 
3 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace 
 Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 

(Lyrics: Joseph Mohr,  Music: Franz Gruber, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music.  CCLI #288089) 

 
“O Holy Night” Luke 2:8 

 
 O Holy night!  The stars are brightly shining; 
 It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
 Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
 Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
 For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
 
 Fall on your knees!  O hear the angel voices! 
 O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
 O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 
 Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
 With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
 So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
 Here came the wise men from Orient land. 
 The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger. 
 In all our trials, born to be our Friend. 
 He knows our need to our weakness is no stranger. 
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 Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
 Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
 
 Christ is the Lord!  O praise His name forever! 
 His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
 His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 

(Words by John S. Dwight.  Music by Adolphe Adam.  Arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music.  CCLI # 288089) 

 

DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 
 in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P  Let us pray.  
 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C   Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG - “Born in Bethlehem” 
 

1  Baby Jesus born in a stable, a humble Savior’s birth 
  You left Your throne in heaven above to live here on the earth 
  Baby Jesus, lying in a manger, crying for the world 
  The angels told the shepherds of the good news for us all 
 
2, 4  Hallelujah! The King is here given for all men 
5, 7, 8 For today the holy Son of God is born in Bethlehem 
 
3  Come now sinners and you saints, all peasants and all kings 
  And bow before the Earth’s Redeemer let all voices sing 
 
6  Baby Jesus do You know You’ll die for all our sins? 
  Don’t be afraid for in three days 
  You will rise again, You will rise again 
 
9  For today the holy Son of God is born in Bethlehem 

(Third Day, used by permission CCLI #288089) 
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