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AS WE GATHER 
“An angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream” (Matthew 1:20a). 
Joseph was deeply troubled. Mary was pregnant. He considered quietly 
divorcing her. Then came the angel, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20b–21). Joseph would still face 
unknowns, just as we all face unknowns. Yet he faced those unknowns filled 
with hope, because he trusted the word of God that came to him from the 
angel. So during this Advent season, we join Joseph in facing all of our 
unknowns with hope, trusting the Word of God that has come to us from the 
apostles, that Jesus is our precious ransom, only hope for sinful mortals, who 
gave His life and was raised, and who is coming again to restore creation to 
its original beauty and goodness.. 
 

IMAGE ON THE COVER 
Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20–
21 
 

 PREPARATION 

 
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES (INCLUDING THE ADVENT WREATH) 
 

Stand 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT                                                                                      

L The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L All those who await His appearance pray: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L The whole creation pleads: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
P God of all creation, You spoke and there was light and the universe 

began. For the sun, moon, and stars, we give You thanks. For electricity 
that provides lights in our homes, schools, places of work, and along 
our streets, we give thanks. Most of all we thank You for Christ, the 
light of the world, who overcomes all the shadowy places of our lives 
through His death and resurrection. Illumine our hearts and enlighten 
our paths according to Your will, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Sit 

 

 

 

PSALMODY
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364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Text: Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
L Let us pray. 
 
 Mighty God, You graciously invite us to pray to You as dear children 

pray to their dear Father. We cry out to You, Lord, trusting in Your 
never-failing goodness and mercy. Fill our hearts with hope and give us 
voices to sing Your praises with all the angels; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, Your angel spoke to Joseph in a dream, declaring that the child 

to be born to Mary shall be named Jesus, who will save the people from 
their sins. Just as the angel said, so it happened. Jesus paid with His 
own life the ransom for our sins. Dwell in our hearts, O Lord, and never 
leave us. Bring blessing and salvation that forever we may sing: Hail! 
Hosanna to our King. 

C Amen. 
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359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. 
C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 

READINGS
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FIRST READING                                                                         Isaiah 7:10-17 
(The sign of Immanuel.) 
 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 
not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the 
boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two 
kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon 
your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since 
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
L  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                                              Matthew 1:18-25 
(The birth of Jesus Christ.) 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But 
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
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23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
Sit 
 

SERMON – An Angel of the Lord Brings a Message of Hope in the 
Midst of Fear of the Unknown 
 

VOTUM 

P  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and  minds in Christ Jesus. 

C  Amen. 

 
 
 
Stand 

 
 

 CANTICLE  
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MAGNIFICAT 

HYMN – “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”                               LSB 934 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
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PRAYERS 
P As we wait for You, O Lord, we pray for peace among nations, peace 

across the factions in our nation, peace in our households, and peace 
that surpasses human understanding in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Guide us, like Joseph, to listen to Your Word and to respond to it with 

faith and obedience, especially in the midst of the fear of the unknown. 
Humble us before You, that we may gratefully receive whatever You 
provide. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Fill Your whole Church with anticipation for that day when Christ will 

return and guide us to springs of living water and wipe away every tear 
from our eyes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Thank You, Lord, for the blessings of this day now almost past. Forgive 

both what we have neglected to do and what we have done wrong. 
Hold our loved ones close to Your heart. Bless the work that we do as 
we use the talents and gifts You entrust to us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Heal the sick. Bless the dying. Uphold caregivers. Fill those who mourn 

with abundant hope through Christ’s death and resurrection. Let all 
who suffer experience Your compassionate presence. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Accompany those who travel and those who work through the night to 

serve our community. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord for the faithful who have gone before us 
and are with Christ. And let us rejoice in the fellowship of all the saints, 
entrusting ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
P O God, as You called Joseph, so You call us to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS                                                                                   LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                      LSB 252  
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 
1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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