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December 2022 

St. Luke’s Visitor 

From The Pastor’s Pen 
“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,  

“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,  
a King who will reign wisely  

and do what is just and right in the land. 
-- Jeremiah 23:5 

 
From man’s fall into sin, God promised that He would send One from the seed of the woman who 
would crush the head of Satan (Genesis 3:15).  Eve thought that her first child, Cain, would be that 
One.  Our English translations read, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” (Genesis 4:1).  
The Hebrew actually reads, “I have gotten a man – the Lord.” Luther says Eve made a pious 
mistake. Cain was not the Lord.  Cain would not be the one to crush the head of Satan.  But a few 
things are clear: 1) Eve believed the promise of Genesis 3:15; 2) she expected the Lord to be born 
of a woman, and 3) she believed that only the Lord could defeat Satan.  
 
As we walk through the Old Testament, we find that the Promised One would come from Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and then David.  This Promised One would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). 
And this Promised One would also be the Suffering Servant that Isaiah tells us about (Isaiah 42:1-9; 
49:1-6; 50:2-9; and 52:13-53:12). We know that this Promised One was Jesus. He defeated Satan 
by being our Suffering Servant. 
 
Just as the people of Israel waited for God to fulfill His promise by sending the Promised One, 
during the season of Advent, we also await the coming of the Promised One.  We wait with eager 
anticipation.  We look forward to seeing our Lord face-to-face, but we also look forward to 
celebrating his first coming. 
 
As we wait, we pray, we confess, and we rejoice that we have a God who fulfills all of His promises 
in the Promised One. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
To properly prepare for the Christmas celebration, we spend a little extra time in worship during the 
Advent season.  We have Advent Midweek Services on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The Theme for our Advent Midweek Services are “Angels: The Ultimate Divine Messengers of 
Hope.” 

 Wednesday, November 30 – Advent Midweek 1 – The Angel Gabriel Brings a Message of 
Hope in the Midst of Unbelieving Doubt (Luke 1:5-25). 

 Wednesday, December 7 – Advent Midweek 2 – An Angel of the Lord Brings a Message of 
Hope in the Midst of Fear of the Unknown (Matthew 1:18–25). 

 Wednesday, December 14 – NO Advent Midweek Service – Instead of gathering for 
worship at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at 6:30 p.m. to watch the children of our congregation tell 
us the story of Christmas through pageantry, word, and song. 

 Wednesday, December 21 – Advent Midweek 3 or 4 (depending on how you want to count 
it) – The Angel Gabriel Brings a Message of Hope in the Midst of the Seemingly Impossible 
(Luke 1:26–38). 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever,  

the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 33:11 
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The Spirit of the Holidays Lighted Parade in Manhattan is on Friday, December 2.  It begins at 
5:30 p.m.   

 The entrance fee for the parade is food donations to the Bread Basket.  For those who have 
already brought food to the church, thank you so much! All items will be delivered to the 
Bread Basket.   

 Candy is also needed.  Candy will be attached to invitations to our Christmas Eve services.  
Some of it is already being attached to invitations by individuals (i.e., Barb Hackbart, Liana 
Eagen, and Bonita Tegtmeier … Thank you!).  The last of the candy will be attached to the 
invitations at church on Thursday, December 1, at 5:30 p.m. If you would like to serve in 
that way, please join us. 

 We need people to walk the parade route and pass out the candy and invitations.  Costumes 
are encouraged by the parade organizers. We have Magi and Shepherd’s costumes if you 
are willing.  Please arrive at the staging area (the parking lot north west of Dillard’s) by 5:00 
p.m. 

 A big thank you to Brad Brunkow who has made a beautiful float which will be on display at 
the church throughout the Advent season. 

 Our American Heritage Girls Troop will be walking behind our float. 
 Our Trail Life USA Troop will also have a float which will follow the AHG troop. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Christmas Eve is on Saturday, December 24.  Our worship services will be at … 

4:00 p.m. – Happy Birthday Jesus Service  
This event includes balloons, flameless candles, birthday cake and mini cupcakes, and a 
living nativity with a petting zoo. 

7:30 p.m. – Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
 
Christmas Day is on Sunday, December 25.  We will have one service. 

10:00 a.m. – The Nativity of our Lord 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

The following weekend – New Year’s Eve and Day – we will follow our normal weekend schedule. 
Saturday, December 31 

6:00 p.m. Traditional Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 1 

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service with Holy Communion 
9:45 a.m. – Adult Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. – Praise & Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Our Substitute Pastor for the weekend will be Rev. Larry Boye. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Both American Heritage Girls (AHG) and Trail Life USA (TLUSA) (Troops KS 0057) are owned 
and operated by St. Luke’s.  They meet at the church on alternating Mondays.  

 
AHG has a fundraiser on Thursday, December 8, at Pizza 
Ranch (511 McCall Road, MHK), from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
They will be bussing tables. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Adult Bible Study that I lead meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. We are walking 
through Genesis. Please join us as we discover Christ in the Old Testament. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Theology on Tap is the third Tuesday of the Month, which is Tuesday, December, 20.  
We meet at 7:30 p.m. at Rockin K’s (1880 Kimball Ave., Unit 100, MHK).  Pastor Jim 
Price of Mt. Calvary in Wamego will provide a devotion. The Director of Life Choice 
Ministry will speak. And we will pack gift bags for Life Choice Ministries. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Kara Titus has been approved by our St. Luke’s Council to form a Classical Lutheran School 
Feasibility Committee.  She is gathering folks to be on this committee.  
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---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Our biannual Voters’ Meeting will be on Sunday, December 4, at 1:00 p.m.  We will be approving 
the budget for 2023.  The Youth will provide a free will donation lunch prior to the meeting.  They 
will also provide child care during the meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Communications Committee is launching an Emergency Alert System for St. 
Luke’s.  This alert system will be used to announce changes or cancellations to 
services and events due to weather or other urgent issues. A sign-up sheet will be 
going around the sanctuary – please fill it out if you would like to receive notifications 
via phone call, text or email.  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Invite. Bring. Sit next to. Process afterwards. – This is how we grow. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
It is an honor to serve as your pastor. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Sharing Jesus Christ’s love with those around us.” 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2022 OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

Transfer In 
Scott, Alicia, Kathryn, & Harrison Ahlgrim 

 
Transfer Out 

Elson & Lennis Beichter 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Date Saturday 6:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:00 AM 

December  

3/4 
Annalise Orona Noah Wilson Jackson Fong 

December 

7 
Advent Midweek #2 - Braeden Kraemer 

December 

10/11 
Caitlyn Fleming Gavin Hudson Braeden Kraemer 

December 

17/18 
 Carter Manning Riley Lynch 

December 

21 
Advent Midweek #4 - Jackson Fong 

December 

24/25 

4:00 PM 

Allie Winter 

7:30 PM 

Braeden Kraemer 

10:00 AM 

Sarah Oelke 
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Children’s Ministry Chair: Tiffany Manning 
BASIC Sub-chair:  
Sunday School Sub-chair: Marilyn Fick 
Children’s Care Sub-chair: Darci Paull 
Family Events Sub-chair:  Courtney Huss 
VBS Sub-chair:  

 December 7 - Christmas Store/Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Program 
 December 14 - Christmas Program @ 6:30 PM 
 December 21 - No BASIC 
 December 25 - No Sunday School 
 December 28 - No BASIC 
 January 1 - No Sunday School 
 Emergency Shelter Donations - December is Paper Towels 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Youth Ministry Chair: Natalie Winter 
Youth Night Leader:  Natalie Winter 
Servant Events Sub-chair: Scott Stone 
Youth Events Sub-chair:  
Gathering Sub-chair: Becky McQuilliam 
 

 December 4 -  Youth Group Fundraiser @ Church (1 pm) 
 December 7 -  Sr High @ CHURCH (6-7:15), Advent Service following 
 December 14 -  Sr High @ CHURCH (6-7:15), Advent Service following 
 December 16 -  Rooted Youth Christmas Party (6-9), Sr High AND Jr High 
 December 21 -  NO Sr High 
 December 28 -  NO Sr High 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION (LWML) 
May God’s Peace & Joy Shine Brightly in Your Heart and Home This Christmas. 
  
At our November LWML Society meeting, we listened to Jarad Garren give a very 

interesting presentation on an organization called Be Able.  Be Able exists to engage with those in 
adversity by creating connections, cultivating skills, and opening doors of opportunity.  Check out 
their website to learn more about Be Able and ways you could be of help to them. 
  
The annual LWML Christmas Tea will be held at the church on Saturday, December 3, at 10:00 
a.m.  All women of St. Luke’s are invited to attend this special time as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Theology on Tap is for anyone interested in talking theology over a beverage of 
your choice. We have LCMS theologians from different parts of the Flint Hills 
covering a different topic every month. The meetings will be on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month starting at 7:30 PM @ Rockin K’s, 1880 Kimball Ave, Manhattan. The 
next meeting will be December 20th. There will be a presentation from the 
Flint Hills Lutherans for Live. For more information, or to RSVP contact Kaitlin 
Krause at kaitlinjoy.krause@gmail.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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CONNECT GROUPS 

Sunday Adult Bible Class, Pastor Schmidt 
Lutheran Layman’s League, David & Julie Hatesohl, 785-845-8124 or 785-236-0493 or 
phoebehat@gmail.com. 
Table Talk, Sundays at Noon during the school year. Meal for college students here at the church 
Women’s Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, Diane Mosier, 
sdmosier_2000@yahoo.com 
Card Making, Janet Beach and Ann Williams 
Campus Ministry Bible Study, Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM, during the school year; meets at the Blue 
House 
Men’s Bible Breakfast, 7:00 AM Tuesdays, Vista Drive In, Walt Fick, 785-776-0879 or 
fick.walter@att.net 
Mission of Love (working on quilts), 2nd Tuesday of the month,  9:00 AM, Dorothy Burtness, 785-
539-8018. 
Cancer Companions, Jamie Spikes, 785-313-1587; Judy Boye, 785-320-6355  
Theology on Tap, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM, Rockin K’s, 1880 Kimball Avenue, 
Manhattan 
TRAIL LIFE USA AND AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
St. Luke’s owns and operates KS0057 Troop, Trail Life and American Heritage Girls. These groups 
meet during the school year. For TLUSA, boys Kindergarten through 5th grade meet on the 2nd & 
4th Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM. Boys 6th grade through 12th grade meet every 
Monday of the month from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 
AHG meet the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. 

    ------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 

 

 

 

 

December 1:  Ian Carter 

December 2:  Luke Wilson 

December 3:  Kasey Sorell, Anna Larson 

December 6:  Carol Deetjen, Debra Motley, Kallen 

Hudson 

December 7:  Robert Hetzler 

December 9:  Zoe Riggs 

December 10:  Jane Goff 

December 13:  Gayle Heitman 

December 15:  Lois Brunmeier 

December 16:  John Armbrust, Kim Davis 

December 17:  LaRae Kraemer 

December 18:  Tom Orazem 

December 20:  Gerald Robker, David Hatesohl, Ann 

Williams, Pearl Caponera 

December 21:  Taryn Thiele 

December 22: Joe Wilson 

December 24:  Nancy Zidek 

December 27:  Amy Riggs 

December 29:  Dennis Tegtmeier, Eli Zidek 

December 31:  Fran Veatch 

 

 

 

 

 

December 11:  Doug & Sheila Frihart 

December 14:  Ed & Doris Park 

December 15:  Grant & Rebekah Lyons 

December 20:  Jeff & Jacinda Tucker 

December 22:  Kevin & Joyce Jones 

December 26:  Carroll & Barbara Hackbart 

December 27:  Steve & Diane Mosier 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Our Children's Choir rehearses during Sunday School and BASIC Training on 
Wednesdays. Here are important music dates for this school year- 

 
Wed. Dec. 7- Children's Christmas Program rehearsal during BASIC Training 
Sat. Dec. 10- Parents' Day Out with Children's Christmas Program rehearsal at 9:00am 
Wed. Dec. 14- Children's Christmas Program performance in the evening 
Sun. Feb. 26- Children’s choir sing at early service, meet in ELC classroom at 8:15am 
Sun. Apr. 23- Children’s choir sing at late service, meet in ELC classroom at 10:45am 
Wed. May 3- Spring Concert at 6:30pm, you do not need to arrive early 
  
It's never too late to join us in praising our Lord with song! All abilities are welcome. Thursdays at 
6pm handbell rehearsal and 7pm vocal choir rehearsal. Wednesdays at 5:30pm Praise and Worship 
Team rehearsal. 
  
We would like to bring back our praise band for the contemporary service at least one Sunday a 
month. If you or someone you know plays the drums please let Director of Music Gretchen know! 
785-410-1691 or music@stlukesmanhattan.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
MISSION OF LOVE 
Mission of Love is Celebrating our new record of completing 80 Quilts this 
year in honor of LWML’s 80th Anniversary.  The remainder of these will be 
delivered to Orphan Grain Train in December. 
 
Thank you to ALL who have helped us achieve this goal! Many donations of 
fabric, Gently used sheets, blankets were appreciated.  A Special thanks for all 
the “at home” hours making the Quilt tops and binding them, and to Nancy for 

storing them between deliveries. 
 
We will be Meeting at the Church the 2nd Tues morning of each month again next year - We 
can always use more help! If you are not able to join us at that time but would be willing to make 
tops or bind at home we would appreciate it.  Thanks for helping with this Mission to send a little 
warmth with Love and Prayers to those less fortunate than ourselves. -  Dorothy Burtness 785-341-
5530. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Come help spread the Christmas Spirit with the Lutheran Layman’s League (LLL) on 
December 4th from 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM. We will go to some of our shut-ins and 
then maybe out to dinner. Meet at the church and we will go from there. Please 
come and join us! Any questions, please contact David Hatesohl, 785-845-8124 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF THE FLINT HILLS - ADOPT A FAMILY FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 
Once again St. Luke’s has been asked to “Adopt a Family for the Holidays”. In the 
narthex there is a Christmas tree decorated with paper angels. These angels 
represent members of a family and their Christmas “wishes”. To help, you take one 
of the angels, purchase the listed item, wrap it, use the angel as the name tag, 
and then place the present under the tree by December 10th. The Brott family 
will gather the presents and deliver them to the Junior League to then be delivered 

to the family. For questions or further information, call or text Heidi Brott, 785-410-2548. 

mailto:music@stlukesmanhattan.org
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LCMS STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DECEMBER 2022  

 

Anxiety vs. Trust 
 
Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, teaches those who follow Him that worrying about the 
necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. Worry and anxiety show what we care about. 
Our anxiety reveals what we love and what we’re devoted to. It reveals what we trust in. 
 
This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24).  
 
But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.” 
Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have 
them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument: your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the 
air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither 
toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in 
heaven feeds the birds, if He clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you, when you 
are worth more than they are? (Matt 6:25–33).  
 
Do you know that you are worth more than them? You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the 
price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? 
Did he descend and take on the form of a bird? No! He came down from heaven and became a 
man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone (Gen. 2:23). He is one of us, our brother. And what did 
He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious blood, through His 
innocent suffering and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever.  
 
God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we 
deserved. He was raised again on the third day overcoming sin and death ... for us. He was 
crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has 
given His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give 
us all things to support this body and life?  
 
To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about 
these things and find security in them, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever 
because Jesus, the Son of God, is risen from the dead and lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to 
believe that the God who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of His Son and 
sanctified you by His Spirit, will not keep His promise to sustain you in this life. 
 
Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). God’s kingdom is 
His rule among us. His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so 
that by His grace we believe His Holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 
This is what we ask God to do for us in the prayer that Jesus taught us.  
 
Your Father in heaven knows what you need — food and clothing, house and home — and He 
promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus 
Christ. So, seek after that. And those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord 
says, will be added to you. 
 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

    ------------------------------------------------------------------------   
 
 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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American Heritage Girls & Trail Life USA Troops 
 

December 2022 
 

Both Troops are off and running in the new program year … both are comfortably over 30 active 
girls or boys, adult participation is increasing, and the kids have a great year planned in front of 
them. Camping is always a highlight and both troops have done so. We even had one Patriot camp 
with the Leavenworth Troop when the overnight temperatures were in the single digits! Crazy, right? 
 
 We often talk with the kids about our Christian faith and every meeting includes a devotion 
led by one of the kids, Pastor Schmidt, Pastor McCall, or another adult. In addition, the older girls 
are working on their Women of Faith badge, a component of their Faith Award. At the same time, 
our older boys are working on their Walk Worthy Award, which includes a sustained Bible Study 
requirement. Many of our young men can fill this requirement at their home church, but in addition, 
they asked Pastor Schmidt to lead them through a study of heresies, their origin and how to address 
them. 
 At the same time, we have boys working on outdoor skills, including shooting safety on rifles, 
shotguns, and while hunting, and we have girls working on Emergency Preparedness. For this latter 
badge, Riley County Emergency Management sent Laurie Hamilton to talk about disaster planning 
and preparedness. The girls are also expected to complete a first aid and cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation course, and develop some other skills that will serve them well before and during a 
disaster. 
 
 In honor of Thanksgiving, we wanted to share this passage from William Bradford, an 
organizer of the Pilgrims’ trip from Europe to the New World … 
 

"Our fathers were Englishmen who came over the great ocean, and were ready 
to perish in this wilderness; but they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their 
voice, and looked on their adversity. ... Let them therefore praise the Lord, 
because He is good, and His mercies endure forever. Yea, let them that have 
been redeemed of the Lord, show how He hath delivered them from the hand of 
the oppressor. When they wandered forth into the desert-wilderness, out of the 
way, and found no city to dwell in, both hungry and thirsty, their soul was 
overwhelmed in them. Let them confess before the Lord His loving kindness, 
and His wonderful works before the sons of men!" 
 

We hope you and your family find strength in God’s blessings during this holiday season, 
from Thanksgiving, through Advent to Christmas, and the New Year. We are grateful for your 
support, the prayers, contributions to our fundraisers, and hospitality.  
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