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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
OUR GOOD SHEPHERD
(Series B)

1

WELCOME
We are glad you are here to worship our Savior with us. Please remember to
turn your cell phone to silence. Restrooms are on the west side of the
sanctuary. Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office through
email, office@stlukesmanhattan.org, or by calling 785-539-2604. On
Communion Sundays, if you need non-gluten wafers at communion, or need
to have communion brought to you, please notify the elder who is serving. In
accordance with city ordinance #7488, masks are to be worn whenever you
are in the church building. (Exceptions are made for individuals who have a
medical condition, verified by a doctor, for which wearing a face covering is
not advisable.) We hope you will join us again so that you may experience
Jesus.

AS WE GATHER
We hear so many mixed messages of what love is. Popular songs from the
past decades or even more contemporary ones tell of what love can and
should be; poems, memes, and other influences also are commonly read and
seen; even our own emotions and feelings strive to tell us what love is and
should feel like. Despite all these mixed messages, our Lord tells us how we
are to know real and perfect love. In our Epistle we hear, “By this we know
love, that Jesus laid down His life for us” (1 John 3:16). Today, we focus on the
fact that as our Good Shepherd, Jesus has laid down His life for His sheep. By
that sacrifice on the cross and Easter victory, we can rejoice in a perfect love
that lasts and an unconditional love that forgives as our Good Shepherd
continues to guide, lead, and direct us through all our days.

IMAGE ON THE COVER
I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me, just as the
Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
John 10:14–15

PRELUDE
(Please use this time to prayerfully prepare your hearts to enter into the
presence of Jesus.)
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A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand

PRESERVICE SONG - “Ah, Lord God” Jeremiah 32:17-19
1, 3

Ah, Lord God, Thou hast made the heavens
And the earth by Thy great power
Ah, Lord God, Thou hast made the heavens
And the earth by Thine out-stretched arm

2, 4, 5

Nothing is too difficult for Thee
Nothing is too difficult for Thee
Great and mighty God
Great in counsel and mighty in deed
Nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing
Nothing is too difficult for Thee
(Kay Chance ©1976 CCLI #288089)

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P
C

By this we know love,
that He laid down His life for us.
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P
C

“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.
The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

P
C

Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him.
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has
given us.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)
P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.

C

Risen Lord, You are the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the
sheep. They are Yours, and nothing will snatch them from Your hand. In
the love You’ve shown and the perfect love we know through Your Spirit,
empower Your flock to reach others, that all may be guided by Your
shepherding grace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
C

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

OPENING SONG – “Amazing Grace” Ephesians 2:4
1, 5 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see
2

`Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed

3

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come
`Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home

4

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun
(John Newton & John P. Rees, traditional melody, arr. ©1997 Maranatha! Music, CCLI #288089)
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FIRST READING

Acts 4:1-12

(Peter and John witness before the council.)
1

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the
dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for
it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed,
and the number of the men came to about five thousand.
5
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander,
and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in
the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to
all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
L
C
L
C

Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 6

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.

L
C

2

He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.

L
C

3

He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

L
C
L
C

L
C
C

L
C

4

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
8

EPISTLE

1 John 3:16-24

(Love one another.)
16

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love
abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in
truth.
19
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our
heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us,
we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him,
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is
his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
P
C

Romans 6:9; John 10:14
Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over Him.
I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me.
Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:11-18

(Jesus the Good Shepherd.)
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

11

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand
and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I
lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I
lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

LAMB'S MESSAGE

SERMON
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OFFERING
There are several ways to give.
1. Offering plates are available in the narthex as you exit.
2. Please send your offerings to
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
4801 Anderson Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66503
3. Give through our website:
https://stlukesmanhattan.org
/about-us/financial-support/
4. Electronic Funds Transfer - Sign up through the church office.

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE: John 10:14 – “I am the good shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me.” What does it mean to know the Lord? It
starts with being known by the Lord. He claims us as His own and calls us by
name. Then, once we are His, we learn to know Him. In knowing Him, we learn
to imitate Him. That is how the Christian life of good works and generosity
grows from the Lord’s grace.
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POST SERMON SONG - “At The Cross (Love Ran Red)”
1

There’s a place where mercy reigns and never dies
There’s a place where streams of grace flow deep and wide
Where all the love I’ve ever found comes like a flood
Comes flowing down

2
4
6

At the cross, at the cross I surrender my life
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You
Where Your love ran red and my sin washed white
I owe all to You, I owe all to You

3

There’s a place where sin and shame are powerless
Where my heart has peace with God and forgiveness
Where all the love I’ve ever found comes like a flood
Comes flowing down

5

Here my hope is found, here on holy ground
Here I bow down, here I bow down
Here arms open wide, here you saved my life
Here I bow down, here I bow

7

I owe all to You, I owe all to You
Jesus, Savior of the world
Jesus, Savior of the world
Jesus, Savior of the world
Jesus, Savior of the world
(Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Matt Armstrong, Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin ©2014 CCLI #288089)

Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
You are the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us out of love.
Help us to hear Your voice, follow where You lead, and receive what You
provide through Your grace and mercy; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
For the times we fear our enemies and the powers against us, remind us
that we belong to You and no one can snatch us from Your hand. We
bring before the Lord the part of Your flock here in this place and others
whom we love in their time of need, [especially . . .]. Carry them as
lambs in a shepherd’s arms through the difficult paths ahead. Give all
wisdom to know the faithful path we are to take, and shepherd us
through every trial, trouble, and temptation; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
Give us courage that we not live in captivity to our fears; guide those
who lead us in this and every land; provide peace, justice, and freedom
for people everywhere. In our busy days, give us time to reflect upon the
goodness of God and to experience joy in the security and peace You
provide us, that we find contentment and peace in You; let us pray to
the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
Protect and defend the members of our armed forces and the public
workers who keep our communities safe. Defend us from our enemies,
and teach us to rely on Your provision, the true protector of us all; let us
pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
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P

C
P
C

That we do not forget those in need but share with all the Lord has
entrusted to us and to display the kind of love shown and known that
has no end; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
That we recall the saints of old, who put their trust in the Lord, that we
also be found faithful when He returns in glory; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.

Additional petitions may follow.
P

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING COLLECT FOR THE CHURCH
P

Let us pray.

O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your
commandments. We implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts.
Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and
Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily increase in
love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a
godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, and to walk in His steps until we shall possess the kingdom that
has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING SONG - “Shine, Jesus, Shine” Ephesians 5:14
1, 3, 5, 7

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

2

Lord, the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

4

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence
From the shadows into Your radiance
By Your blood I may enter Your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me

6

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
To our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me

8

Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light
(Graham Kendrick ©1989 Thankyou Music admin. by Maranatha! Music CCLI #288089)
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