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As We Gather 
What makes our Easter celebration so amazing is that here it is that same 
Lord Jesus whom we witnessed dying on a bloody cross who now risen from 
the dead appears and speaks to us. Today He promises to send to us “another 
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16–17). By 
means of the Spirit we are equipped not only to testify and witness to the 
saving faith but also, should it be God’s will, to suffer for that testimony. We 
hear the inspired words of Peter speak about suffering “for righteousness’ 
sake” living in the very resurrection hope of Christ. 
  
Peter wants to convince us that it is precisely in our suffering that Christ 
meets us and acts for us. For He knows suffering intimately but also 
possesses the triumph over it. He points us to our Baptism, where Christ’s 
victory becomes our victory. His resurrection life gives us new life, which for 
now is but the beginning to be stretched out into life eternal. 
 

Image on the Cover 

While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue 
with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with 
those who happened to be there. Acts 17:16–17 

 

Welcome 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Announcements 
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PREPARATION 
 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1, 8-10 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all 
in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 167 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 
Forever, O | LORD, your word* 
 is firmly fixed | in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness endures to all gener- | ations;* 
 you have established the earth, and it | stands fast. 
By your appointment they | stand this day,* 
 for all things are your | servants. 
If your law had not been | my delight,* 
 I would have perished in my af- | fliction. 
I will never forget your | precepts,* 
 for by them you have giv- | en me life. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 
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KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy    LSB 168 
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947 All Glory Be to God on High 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 
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Salutation  LSB 172 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 
 God our Father, You protect Your children from all that would harm our 

salvation. Give us the courage of faith and love toward You, that we have 
boldness to live for You and confess Your holy name before all; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Sit 

 

First Reading Acts 17:16–31 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does 
this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign 
divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they 
took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know 
what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some 
strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things 
mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would 
spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 
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 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 
this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, 
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 
27that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way 
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of 
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  Psalm 66:8-20 

L 8Bless our God, O peoples; 

C   let the sound of his praise be heard, 

L 9who has kept our soul among the living 

C   and has not let our feet slip. 

L 10For you, O God, have tested us; 

C   you have tried us as silver is tried. 

L 11You brought us into the net; 

C   you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

L 12you let men ride over our heads; 

C   we went through fire and through water; 
    yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

L 13I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 

C   I will perform my vows to you, 

L 14that which my lips uttered 

C   and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

L 15I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, 
  with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 

C  I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 

L 16Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

C   and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

L 17I cried to him with my mouth, 

C   and high praise was on my tongue. 

L 18If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 

C   the Lord would not have listened. 

L 19But truly God has listened; 

C   he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

L 20Blessèd be God, 

C   because he has not rejected my prayer 
    or removed his steadfast love from me! 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But 
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have 
no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those 
who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better 
to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 
in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds 
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal 
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers having been subjected to him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
 

 
 
 15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you. 
 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and 
the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also 
will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him 
and manifest myself to him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed LSB 174 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
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616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002155 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 
Offering 
Offerings will be received in the narthex after the service. 
OR 
Please send your offerings to  

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
330 Sunset Avenue 
Manhattan, KS  66502 
 

OR 
give through our website: 
https:/stlukesmanhattan.org/ 
 about-us/financial support/ 
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Blessing and Sending of Graduates 

 
College 
John Augustine  
Haley Peterson  
Joshua Abitz 
Tyler Hieber  
Megan Saunders  
 
 

 
High School  
Brianna Gough 
Tyler Johnson 
McKenzie Kruse 
Donnarae O'Connell 
Aidan Proctor 
Owen Stuckwisch 
Miranda Tegmeier

 
DCE:   We invite all graduates and their friends and family to please stand. 
 
Pastor:  This weekend we celebrate a momentous occasion in each of your 

lives. One chapter of your life is closed and another is about to 
begin. Family and friends, we invite you to speak a blessing on the 
graduate you celebrate today.   

 
Friends & Family: Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened; and do not 

be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 
(Joshua 1:9)  

 
DCE/Rev. King Crawford:  Let us pray. Heavenly Father we ask Your blessing 

on these graduates. We pray that you would give them wisdom, 
peace and guidance as You open this new chapter in their lives. In 
Jesus’ name, we pray.   

People: Amen.  
 
Pastor:  Graduates, please remain standing, but I invite the family and 

friends of the graduates to please be seated.  Graduates, now that 
you have been blessed, it is time to send you into a new harvest 
field. Often in these times of transitions there can be apprehension, 
fear and doubt. Listen to what the Lord says:  
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DCE/Rev. King Crawford: “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the 
LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV)  

 
Pastor:  In the coming years you will be meeting new people, new 

challenges, new situations and new opportunities to share the love 
of God. Remember God has given you these situations and people 
for a reason. This is your new mission field. Hear the word of Lord:  

 
DCE:  From Matthew 5:14 and 16 – 14“You are the light of the world. A 

city set on a hill cannot be hidden. … 16In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glorify to your Father who is in heaven.”  

 
Pastor/Rev. King Crawford: Members of this congregation, you have born 

witness to the blessing and sending of these graduates. Do you, as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, promise to uplift these graduates in 
prayer and encourage and support them in thought, word and 
deed? If so then answer “We do”.  

 
DCE:  Graduates, you have been blessed by the Word of God spoken by 

those who love you. The Maker of Heaven and Earth has promised 
to be with you. The Lord has commissioned you to be a bearer of 
His Word to those around you. The members of Christ’s Body have 
committed to sustain you. Take comfort and strength in the Lord, 
His Word and His workers.  

 
Pastor/Rev. King Crawford: Let us pray. Almighty God, we pray an extra portion 

of your Holy Spirit on these graduates. Let them be your 
ambassadors wherever they go and in whatever they do. Let them 
be faithful servants to Your will. In Jesus’ name, we pray.   

People: Amen.  
 
Stand 
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956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
 Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for the new life and salvation 

with which You have brought beauty into our lives and our world again 
through the resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray that 
You open the ears of all who hear Your Word, that this salvation come to 
many in true repentance and faith, the gift of Your own Holy Spirit. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Send Your Spirit mightily especially upon those called to preach, proclaim, 
and teach Your life-giving Word. Guide all pastors, teachers, and servants 
of the Church to be faithful in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P To all who bear the authority of government in our land, give Your 
blessing, that tranquility and peace rule our days. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P When suffering for Your truth comes our way, remind us of the certain 
victory that is ours by our Baptism into Christ. Give us the vision of Your 
mercy and grace, that we endure any opposition to the true faith. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Visit with Your peace and healing all who suffer illness, injury, or any 
painful difficulty, [especially . . .]. Let not their hearts be troubled or 
weighed down with any fear, but lift their eyes to Your sure and certain 
promises of eternal life and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
Additional petitions may be added here. 
  

P With reverence and affection, we remember before You, O everlasting 
God, all our departed family and friends who have followed Christ and 
now are with Him in glory. By Your grace, keep us faithful and steadfast, 
that we see the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 179-180 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect  LSB 233 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

Benediction  LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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